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	As you read the following editorial, think about the purpose of this piece, the idea development strategies and whether the tone is appropriate for an audience of your peers, parents, teachers and school administrators.
	Write your observations and  thoughts in this column

	Students and Cell Phones:  A Middle School Controversy

You have probably heard that there is a good possibility that cell phones will be banned at our school.  Of course this is bad news.  But the good news is we are being given the opportunity to voice our opinions before a final decision is made.  So instead of moaning and groaning, let’s take a look at the pros and cons of cell phones and think about a solution to end this controversy.

A huge benefit is in the case of emergencies.  By contacting our parents directly, we can help keep school phone lines open instead of jammed with calls from worried parents.  In a crisis situation we could also call 911 and communicate with the police.  Since Columbine and 9-11, cell phones can be considered an undeniable lifeline for parents and students.

Another big benefit is cell phones are useful to both parents and students when scheduling after-school activities and changes in family plans such as afternoon pick-up time.  When parents are able to contact us directly, fewer calls are made from parents to the office and less messages have to be carried to the classroom.

There are some potential educational benefits too.  For example, we could take pictures of class projects to e-mail or to show to our parents.  We could text message missed assignments to our friends that are absent.  If we don’t get all the notes copied from the board in a class period, we could take a picture of the information we missed.  

Unfortunately, there are disadvantages too.  Cell phones can be a distraction in the classroom when students don’t follow school rules about keeping their phones turned off during school hours.  Cell phones are now so small that we can use them secretly in class, especially text messaging and video games.   Also teachers have caught some of us taking pictures of tests to pass on to other students.  Perhaps the biggest disadvantage, though, is using camera phones to take inappropriate pictures in the locker room and rest room.

Since the majority of us follow the rules and don’t use our cell phones inappropriately, a solution would be for teachers to take stronger action against those who don’t follow the rules.  For the first offense, teachers should take the cell phone away and give it back at the end of the day.  If there is a second offense, the cell phone should be taken away and the student and parents must come to school to get it back.  A third offense could be cause for suspension. 

Finally, possibly the best solution of all is to show that we can all be responsible cell phone users so that there will be no need to ban cell phone use in our school.  Let’s end the cell phone controversy today!
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               You have probably heard that there is a good possibility that cell phones will be banned at our school.  Is that stupid or what?!  Don’t they know that we NEED our cell phones and without them there’d be a lot more unhappy students in our school?

Don’t they know that cell phones are useful to both parents and students?!     Just who do they think they are threatening to take away our cell phones when we use them to change pick up times after school and other necessary phone calls.  How dare they?  If they’d think about it, don’t you think they’d realize that when parents are able to contact us directly, fewer calls are made from parents to the office and fewer messages have to be carried to the classroom?  They expect us to think; why don’t they!

What about emergencies?  Don’t they realize that if there’s an emergency we can keep school phone lines open if we call our parents on our cell phones.  But if they like their phone lines jammed with calls from worried parents, well that’s their problem!

 And what about those educational benefits of having a cell phone – have they thought about them?  We could take pictures of class projects to e-mail or to show to our parents.  We could text message missed assignments to our friends that are absent.  If we don’t get all the notes copied from the board in a class period, we can take a picture of the information we missed.  But oh no, they don’t seem to be thinking about the positive side of cell phones.

All they seem to care about is cell phones being used to cheat on tests.  How stupid is that?  I wouldn’t waste my battery on taking pictures of tests, would you?

So what I am trying to say is this whole idea of banning cell phones is the dumbest thing I’ve ever heard.  Let’s all join together and tell the principal and the site based council what we think.
	


