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Reason to Write – Persuasive Techniques
SITUATION:  
Nowadays as we watch TV it is quite easy for us to be influenced by the commercials we see.  But the more we know about the kinds of persuasive techniques that are being used, the better prepared we can be to make wise choices about what we buy.  Your school newspaper is going to publish articles about persuasive techniques so that readers can become wiser consumers.
WRITING TASK:  
Read the descriptions of persuasive techniques below and think about two different products that you’ve seen advertised that use one or more of these techniques.  Then write an article for your school newspaper about these products/techniques and convince your readers to they think before they act.
	Slogan:  
	A catchy phrase or statement often used to sell a service or product

	Repetition:
	The name of a product is repeated many times



	Bandwagon:  
	A statement suggesting that everyone is using a specific product

	Testimonial:  
	A well-known person supports a product or service



	Emotional Appeal:
	A person is made to have strong feelings about a situation or product

	Expert Opinion:
	Quotes or statements from an expert are used to support an idea or product
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Reason to Write – Positive Persuasion
SITUATION:  

Using positive persuasive techniques such as the examples listed below can be influential in convincing readers to accept your opinion on an issue or topic.  So the more we know about these kinds of persuasive techniques, the more influential we can be.  Your school newspaper is going to publish articles about using positive persuasive techniques to help readers become influential writers. 

WRITING TASK:  

Read the descriptions of positive persuasive techniques below and think about the ones you have used to help your friends or family accept your opinion.  Then write an article for your school newspaper explaining the benefits of using positive persuasive techniques, giving a personal experience to support your purpose.
	Reasons:  
	A statement of reasons and explanation of why they should be accepted

	Facts, details, statistics:
	Relevant information that supports your opinion



	Quotes:
	An explanation of what others have said or thought that supports your opinion

	Personal experience/story:  
	An explanation of a relevant personal experience that helps support your opinion

	Examples:  
	Important examples that help readers see your point of view

	Explanation of benefits, advantages, and consequences
	An explanation of what others stand to gain from agreeing with you and the consequences if they don’t


