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Multiple Choice
1. Choose an appropriate synonym for the word enraged in the sentence “I am enraged about the way the students and parents in this community just ‘blow off’ the education that the taxpayers . . . are providing” to maintain the editorial’s tone:

a. Angry

b. Disturbed

c. Infuriated

d. Annoyed

2. The author is using which of the following persuasive techniques in here statement: “I am enraged about the way the students and parents in this community just ‘blow off’ the education. . .” 
a. Expert opinion

b. Bandwagon

c. Emotional appeal

d. Testimonial

3. “When I asked if the child were sick, the mother replied ‘no we’re just taking the day off together,’” in paragraph 2, is an example of which idea development technique:

a. Supporting detail

b. Main idea
c. Opinion

d. None of the above

4.  The reader can best infer from paragraph 2 that the author is:

a. An impulsive taxpayer
b. An argumentative taxpayer
c. A concerned taxpayer

d. An overly opinionated taxpayer
5.  In paragraph 3, “Taxpayers pay approximately $7,000 for one child to attend public school” is an example of which persuasive technique:

a. Testimonial

b. Opinion

c. Bandwagon

d. Statistic

6.  In paragraph 3, “Child psychologist Dr. Bob Brand explains in his book…” is an example of which persuasive technique:

a. Testimonial

b. Statistic

c. Expert Opinion

d. Supporting Detail

7.  The persuasive technique used in paragraph 5 is:

a. Testimonial

b. Bandwagon

c. Expert Opinion

d. None of the above

8.  The author’s main purpose in writing this editorial is to:

a. Get support for parents and children
b. Persuade students to go to school
c. Give an opinion about parenting skills
d. Convince readers to attend a board meeting

9.  The reader can infer that the author has researched her topic because:

a. She includes facts as well as opinions

b. She is passionate about the subject

c. She includes facts as well as statistics

d. She does not approve of skipping school
10. Which of the following persuasive strategies used in this editorial is least likely to convince the reader to support the writer’s position:

a. Personal attack

b. Bandwagon

c. Statistics

d. Emotional appeal

Open Response
1. Evaluate the writer’s word choice and explain whether or not you think her message is effective.

	Question

#
	Correct

answer
	Editorial: Cost of Skipping School - 8th Grade nonfiction assessment – persuasive techniques
	DOK level

	
	
	RD-O8-1.0.1

Apply knowledge of synonyms or antonyms to comprehend a passage.                     
	

	
	
	RD-08-1.0.2

Select, based on context, the appropriate meaning for a word that has multiple meanings. DOK 2
	

	1.
	c.
	RD-08-1.0.7

Interpret literal and non-literal meanings of words or phrases, based on context. DOK 2
	DOK 2

	
	
	RD-O8-1.0.8

Interpret the meaning of jargon, dialect or specialized vocabulary used in a passage. DOK 2
	

	
	
	RD-08.2.0.1 
Explain the main idea of a passage.  DOK 3
	

	
	
	RD-O8-2.0.4

Locate key ideas or information in a passage.    DOK 1                                                   
	

	
	
	RD-O8-2.0.5

Summarize information from a paragraph, a section of a passage or the entire passage.  DOK 2
	

	4.
9.
	c.
c.
	RD-O8-2.0.7

Make predictions, draw conclusions, make generalizations or make inferences based on what is read.    DOK 3                                                                                                                 
	DOK 2

	
	
	RD-O8-2.0.8

Explain the meaning of concrete or abstract terms, based on the context from a passage (e.g., “loaded” words, connotation and denotation).   DOK 2
	

	8.
	d.
	RD-O8-3.0.2

Identify an author’s purpose in a passage.    DOK 2                                                                 
	DOK 2

	3.
	a.
	RD-O8-3.0.4

Identify details that support the main idea or explain their importance in a passage. DOK 3
	DOK 2

	
	
	RD-O8-3.0.7

Identify or explain an author’s opinion about a subject. 
	

	
	
	RD-O8-3.0.8

Explain an author’s argument or identify evidence from the passage to support the author’s argument. DOK 3
	

	2.
5.

6.

7.

10.
	c.
d.

c.

b.

a.
	RD-O8-3.0.9

Identify persuasive techniques (e.g., expert opinion, logical/emotional/ ethical appeal, repetition, rhetorical question, allusion) or propaganda techniques (e.g., testimonial, bandwagon, personal attack) or explain how each is used.

DOK 2
	DOK 2

	
	
	RD-O8-4.0.1

Connect information from a passage to students’ lives (text-to-self), real world issues (text-to-world) and other texts (text-to-text - e.g., novel, short story, song, film, website, etc.).
	

	
	
	RD-O8-4.0.2

Use evidence from a passage to formulate opinions in response to a reading passage.
	

	OR
	
	RD-O8-5.0.5

Evaluate the author’s word choice, style, content, or use of literary elements.
	DOK 3

	
	
	RD-O8-5.0.6

Compare and contrast elements, views, ideas, or events presented in one or more passages.
	

	
	
	RD-O8-5.0.7

Evaluate the effectiveness of organization or format in fulfilling the purpose of a passage.
	

	
	
	RD-O8-5.0.8

Explain or analyze how the use of text features (e.g., subheadings, bullets, fonts, white space, layout, charts, diagrams, labels, pictures and captions) enhances the reader’s understanding of a passage. DOK 3
	

	
	
	RD-O8-5.0.9

Identify organizational patterns (e.g., cause and effect, comparison, contrast, sequence) to understand a passage.                                                                                                      
	


