Subject:
Reading/Writing

Duration:
3 weeks

Grade: 
Kindergarten

Major Focus: Telling Our Own Stories

We all love to hear stories and see pictures that people have written and drawn about their lives.  Sometimes the stories are funny and make us laugh, and sometimes they can be sad and make us cry.  When you come to school and want to share what you have done the night before or tell about a trip you have taken, that could be the start of your own small moment story.  We all have small moments in our lives that we want to share with people and now we will get a chance to share them and be authors of our own stories.  

Essential Questions:

1. From reading and discussing different small moment’s stories, what can we decide from them to help us become better readers and writers?
2. Why would our readers be interested in our own stories?   
3. What do we need to do to our stories to make them more interesting and exciting to read?

4. How do we need to organize our story to help our reader be able to understand?

5. How can we help our reader understand how we felt as our story progressed?

Learning Events:

Reading/Writing Workshop

Teacher preparation:

*Set aside time in your schedule for reading and writing.
* Make Writing Folders/Journals  


Make folders with the student’s names.  Fill with writing paper, and white paper.  


Place the folders somewhere that they are easily assessable to the student’s.  

*Make Writing bags/boxes. 

Place items in writing bag that will excite students for writing.  Items could include “cool” pencils, erasers, pencil sharpeners, sticky notes, etc.  
*Assignment for parents:

Talk about stories that could be made into a small moment’s story.  

Read to children and encourage them to read back.  

Day 1 and 2
Focus- Getting started - activating prior knowledge

Brainstorm ideas of what students think small moment stories would be about.  Write ideas on chart paper for use later.  

Read examples of personal narratives, both published pieces and personal pieces of your own.  
What stories do students have that are similar to the stories we read in class?
With help from their parents, have students bring in writings they feel like fit into the “small moment stories” category.
Day 3:

Focus- Characteristics of Small Moments Stories
Share any stories that students brought in.  Ask- Do they fit in the small moment’s stories category?

If there are not enough examples, share more.  

Ask students what they notice about each of the stories.  Make a list on chart paper so that it can be looked at again.  

Some ideas might include:

All true stories

All wrote by the person that it happened to

Most have problems

Only focuses on one event

Day 4

Focus- Sequence

Write a story and cut it apart in sentences.  Scramble the sentences up and read it aloud to students.  Ask students: Does this make sense?  Why doesn’t it make sense?  

When we write we want to write our stories in the order it happened.  If we don’t we confuse our reader and they do not understand our small moments unit.  

Day 5 

Focus- Choosing a topic

Discuss with students both as a group and individually events in their lives that would be good to write as their own small moment’s stories.  Share examples of stories that are not good ideas and allow students to read and explore more examples on their own.  

Use my memory tickets to get started (see attached)

Day 6-10

Focus- Telling our own personal stories

This is the time that the students are writing, and we are conferencing one on one.  During these days, I will incorporate mini lessons as I see needed.  

Day 10-13

Focus-Revising

Work with students to make their personal moments stories the best they can be.  Encourage students to work with partners to read and listen to each others pieces and then see what they need to do to make theirs better.  Have students rewrite their story for publication.  

Day 13-15

Focus- Sharing our own small moment’s story.  

Have an author’s tea to set this up as a special day.  Encourage students to feel good about the pieces they have written and support the story they have wrote.  Invite parents to come, have refreshments, or invite the principal to listen to the students share their stories.  

Mini Lessons:

Mini Lesson #1- Stretching it out…

Read a short, excerpt telling a story to the students.  

Next, read the same story in a stretched out, detailed version.  

Example of the story to read:

Version 1-

Last night my dog got lost.  Later that evening we found her, and I was happy.  

Version 2-

I thought last night would never end; it was one of the worst days of my live.  Lily, my best friend and dog, got lost.  We were all sitting around outside when we noticed she had gone missing.  It felt like a big knot was inside my stomach because I was so upset she was gone.  All I kept thinking is what if she never came back?  What would I do?  Right when I thought we would never find her, Lily came running out from behind the woods and jumped straight into my arms.  I was so excited and relieved to see Lily that I didn’t even care that she had covered me in mud.    

Discussion focus:

Our stories can be told in two ways.  One way is like the first story I told.  It was short but told our story.  The second version stretched our story out and told more detail.  Which story had you rather read?  Discuss with students how our small moment’s stories need to be stretched over several sentences.  A story can be told in a boring, short version, or a detailed extended version.  We never want our stories to go on and on where people start to get tired of them, but we do want them to be interesting enough to make our readers want to listen.  
Let’s try to stretch a story out as a class.  Let’s start with a sentence.  

Example:  On the playground I fell.  

Now we will stretch this story out to make it more interesting.  

As a class stretch this out to make a more interesting story to read.  

Mini Lesson #2-   What our writing should look like.  

Start the lesson by showing two examples of writing - One that is jumbled together and very hard to read and another that has correct spacing and neat letters.  Ask the students which writing is easier to read.  

Discussion Focus:  When we write, we want the story to be easily read.  If our writing is sloppy no one will be able to read our writing.  

Let’s brainstorm some ideas of things we need to do to help our writing look nice.  

Brainstorm on the board.  Some examples might include;

Leave enough space between letters, and words.  

Use the lines on the paper as a guide.  

When you have to erase, make sure it is completely erased.  

Use correct handwriting (lowercase and capital).  

Practice:

Have students go to their seats and re-write a sentence from one of their writings to apply what they learned in the mini lesson.  

Mini Lesson #3-Adding details

When we read the two stories and discussed stretching a story out, what do you think the author added to his story to stretch it out?  Did he make up parts so that it would be more interesting?  No, he added details about his story.  I am going to pass around a bag, and I want you to feel what is in the bag.  I want you to describe the object to the class without looking at it so that we may all figure it out.  

Pass around a bag and have students describe the objects in the bag.  After they are done, look at the items and ask whether it is more interesting to call a cotton ball a small, white, round cotton ball, or to just say cotton ball.  
When we write, we want the reader to picture in his/her mind what we are talking about.  To do this, they must be given lots of details.  Lets think of some words that add detail to our writing.  

List on chart paper so they may be used in later lessons:

Color words- hot pink, red, etc.

Size words- small as a paper clip, large as an elephant

Feelings/emotions- I was so scared my teeth were chattering

Read examples of stories that use a lot of details and stories that are dull.  Ask which story they can see in their minds.  

Other Mini Lesson Topics:

*Capitalization

*Punctuation

*Capitalizing the word I in a sentence
*Spelling the best we can

*Using both pictures and words
Resources:

Lucy Calkins- Small Moments Unit
Thomas, L. Narratives- Too Scared to Move, The Pink Machine
Kentucky Marker Papers

Houghton Mifflin Reading Series (Mini Lessons)

Balancing Literacy- Written by Dr. Margaret Allen, Ph.D.

Age appropriate personal narrative books
Connections:

Kentucky Core Content:

WR-EP-1.1.2

In Personal Expressive Writing,

· Students will communicate the significance of the writer’s experience by focusing on life events or relationships.

· Students will apply characteristics of the selected form (e.g., personal narrative, personal memoir).

· Students will create a point of view.

· Students will use a suitable tone or appropriate voice.

In Literary Writing,

· Students will communicate to an audience about the human condition by painting a picture, recreating a feeling, telling a story, capturing a moment, evoking an image or showing an extraordinary perception of the ordinary.

· Students will apply characteristics of the selected form (e.g., short story, play/script, poem).

· Students will use a suitable tone or appropriate voice.

Students will apply a fictional perspective in literary writing when appropriate

WR-EP-1.2.2

In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing,

· Students will communicate main idea through use of literary elements appropriate to the genre:

· Students will develop characters (fictional/non-fictional) through thoughts, emotions, actions, descriptions or dialogue when appropriate.

· Students will develop plot/story line appropriate to the form.

Students will develop setting, mood, scene, image or feeling

WR-EP-3.5.2

In Personal Expressive/Literary Writing,

· Students will adhere to standard guidelines for grammar and usage or apply nonstandard when appropriate for effect.

· Students will incorporate language based on economy or impact on the reader.

Students will develop ideas through descriptive or figurative language.

WR-EP-4.10.5

Students will select appropriate supporting details.

WR-EP-4.10.7

Students will correct sentences that are out of chronological/sequential order.

WR-EP-4.11.16

Students will correct run-on sentences.

WR-EP-4.11.17

Students will correct sentence fragments.

WR-EP-4.11.23

Students will capitalize the beginning of sentences.

WR-EP-4.11.24

Students will capitalize the pronoun “I”.
Program of Studies
EL-P-WC-U-1

Students will understand that there are many reasons for all primary students to write, including writing-to-learn, writing-to-demonstrate learning, and writing for authentic purposes and audiences.

EL-P-WC-S-5

Students will develop ideas that are logical, justified and suitable for a variety of purposes, audiences and forms of writing (e.g., beginning with meaningful drawings, symbols and letters, and moving to use of appropriate written language-words/labels, phrases, sentences, paragraphs and whole texts)

EL-P-WC-S-7

Students will communicate understanding of ideas or events

EL-P-WS-S-2 

Students will develop analytical structures appropriate to purpose (e.g., sequence, problem/solution, description, question/answer)

EL-P-WP-S-5

Students will edit for appropriate language usage, sentence structure, spelling, capitalization, punctuation and appropriate documentation of sources

EL-P-WP-S-6

Students will publish

produce products for intended audience

present final work in a neat, legible form and share with intended audience
Assessments 

Assessment Rubric (See attached)

Summative/Formal
Assessment Checklist (See attached)

Summative/Formal
Informal Observations



Formative/Informal

Writing Folders



Formative/Informal

