Characteristics of Transactive Writing

Informative and persuasive writing that presents ideas and information in letters, speeches, editorials, and articles

The writing:

· Is from the perspective of an informed writer to a less informed reader (may even be a new perspective on the topic)

· Contains a specific purpose and makes it clear what the reader should know, do, and/or believe as a result of reading the piece

· Is intended for an authentic audience and strives to meet the needs of the audience

· Employs a suitable tone for purpose and audience

· Presents ideas and information to accomplish the purpose

· Provides specific, relevant support (e.g., facts, examples, reasons, anecdotes, comparisons, quotes, charts, graphs) showing knowledge of the subject

· Reveals ability to think logically for the purpose and explain clearly/persuasively

· Organizes logically, effectively, using paragraphing, transitions, headings, etc. (text features)

· Uses grammar and word choice that is appropriate for purpose and audience

· Documents sources appropriately

