Questions to Promote Reflective Thinking about Literacy
Directions:  Teachers may use these questions (or some of them) at varying times to help students brainstorm how literacy experiences have influenced writing development.  Teachers may choose to use these questions to promote writing to learn, or, they may decide to have students use their responses to questions within organizers to help them find a focus for the reflective portfolio entry.  Under no circumstances should students be expected to answer all of the questions to incorporate into an entry.  Focus is the key.  Literacy strands are included in parentheses, but whatever the literacy connection, the student must make connections to writing development.

1.  Do you remember ever having a favorite book?  What was the title?  What about the book made it your favorite?  Can you see any connections between a favorite book and your growth as a writer?  How did that book influence you?  (Reading/Writing connection)

2.  Can you remember the title of the first book you ever read?  How did this experience help you learn something?  Why did you like the writing so much?  Can you see any connections between this book and your growth as a writer?  What are they?  (Reading/Writing connection)

3.  If you don’t like to read books, is there something else you like to read?  Magazines?  Newspapers?  Websites?  Have you ever tried to write something similar?  How did reading help influence your writing growth?  (Reading/Writing connection)

4.  Can you think of a school project (or community project) that you made you proud?  Why were you proud of it?  What did you have to read or write to be successful at this project?  How did this influence your writing growth?  (Reading/Writing connection)

5.  Have you ever had an experience where you had to speak in front of a group of people?  What did you have to do to get ready to speak?  How did you plan and think about your audience?  How is thinking about your listener (when giving a speech) like thinking about your reader when you write something?  Can you see any connections between this experience and your writing development?  (Speaking/Writing)

6.  Did you ever play like you were putting on a show?  How did you figure out your lines?  How do writers figure out what they are going to say when they write?  Does this experience connect to your writing development in any way?  (Speaking/Writing)

7.  Have you ever spoken to your mom or day (or another person) to try to persuade them to do something or let you do something?  How is this like persuading someone through writing?  Do you see any connection between this experience and your writing development?  (Speaking/Writing)

8.  Have you ever tried to explain something to someone and you were completely misunderstood?  Were you ever able to get your audience to understand you?  How is that like trying to get a reader to understand your writing?  How have you worked to become more aware of the reader in your writing?  (Speaking/Writing)

9.  Do you believe you are ever persuaded to do something (or wear something or act a certain way) from watching a TV show or commercial?  What was it?  How is persuasion on TV like persuasion in writing?  How do you try to persuade a reader in your writing?  (Observing/Writing)

10.  Are you a good listener?  Have you ever had to listen carefully to someone to figure something out or to help them out in some way?  What did you do to make sure you understood?  How can you help readers understand something better through your writing just as you did in listening?  (Listening/Writing)

11.  Have you ever been really excited about something after listening to a speaker?  Who was it?  What was the speech about?  How can you get someone excited about something through writing?  How do you try to influence an audience through your writing?  (Listening/Writing)

12.  If you could choose anything to read about (school subject or otherwise), what would it be?  Can you think about how getting to choose what you write is important like choosing what you read?  When did you get to choose to write about a certain subject that made you really proud?  (Reading/Writing)
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Reflection and Keeping a Learning Journal
“How Do I Know What I Think Until I See What I say?”

Keeping a Learning Journal is a chance for you to keep a record as you reflect on the impact of literacy on your writing.  Here are a few sample questions to start your thinking:
· How has reading like a writer helped you discover specific writer’s techniques?  What techniques have you discovered?

· What writer’s techniques have you tried to use in your own writing?

· How has becoming a critical listener helped you become a better communicator?

· What are you noticing about how an author can influence your thinking about a particular issue?

· What are you noticing about how your thoughts are becoming clearer the more you write?
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