Support Your Writing

	Through support, you make your writing informative, convincing, interesting, and useful.  Writers support their purposes and ideas in many ways, and the kind and amount of support you offer will depend on your purposes and on what you think best for your readers.  Thinking about some typical kinds of support may help you make choices for your own writing.

	Support means to:

· Back up/develop your ideas, claims, opinions, viewpoints.

· Show that you know about your subject.

· Provide information that suits your specific purpose.

· Draw on your experiences, your thinking, your learning, your inquiry.

· Make good choices about information that will help and interest your readers.

· Be thorough.  Go into some depth.


	For support, you could provide:
1. Examples (actual and hypothetical)

2. Descriptive details to show people, places, conditions, things

3. References to your own experiences

4. Anecdotes or “little stories” that are relevant

5. Needed definitions of specialized vocabulary, e.g., hooks, exploding the moment

6. Reasons – usually need other support to back up reasons

7. Effects, consequences

8. Causal chains, e.g., you study hard (you earn good grades (you make honor roll (your parents are happy

9. Comparisons, contrasts

10. Quotes, e.g., “words are just ink on a page until a reader comes along and breathes life into them “ (Louise Rosenblatt)

11. Dialogue – references to what people said – enclosed in quotation marks

12. Background, past events

13. Familiar sayings

14. References to songs, movies, art, other media

15. References to books or mentor texts you studied


	Providing Support for Your Ideas in Reflective Writing



	Possible ideas to convey to a reader that you want your reader to understand and accept about your growth as a writer.


	Possible ways to support your ideas

	1.  My mom used to read to me and I became a better writer.


	

	2.  Listening to my teacher discuss the importance of good leads/hooks helped my writing.



	


	3. Preparing for the presentation I gave in science class helped me understand audience.


	

	4. Writing every day in class provided the practice I needed to become a better writer.
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