Clark County Board of Education

1600 West Lexington Avenue

Winchester, KY  40391

March 1, 2007

Dear Lucy,

Thanks to you and the wonderful writers whose work you share in your Unit of Study 3-5, I believe the quality of writing achieved by our 4th grade writers has been enhanced tremendously this year – the first year of becoming truly acquainted with your work.   No doubt you receive many letters such as this, but I hope you are not too busy to read this one so that I can say with confidence to our writers that “our friend Lucy knows about your work and is very proud of you.”  As you can tell, we have taken your suggestion to heart that it’s important for accomplished writers to live in our classrooms, becoming co-teachers on a first-name basis!  
Recently I used this passage from one of your writer’s work to demonstrate that characters really do come alive when writers include their actions: 

 “Oh man! I am late to lunch,” I said as I glanced at my watch.  I rushed through the quiet hall, clutching my lunch bag in my right hand.  I wove through the kindergarteners, with my arm stretched like a football player ready to push the wood door open.  My other hand gripped my paper bag lunch.”  

After this short session, I was so pleased with how our 4th graders took your sample and applied your lesson to their writing.  Here are some examples:
 “’Do you want to ride one more ride?’ my mom asked looking at her watch.”  “’I think it’s time you got another dog,’ he whispered in my ear.  Wiggling excitedly, I couldn’t wait…”  “’Wake up, wake up!’ I yelled to my mom.  ‘Today’s my test for my yellow belt,’ I said shaking her.”  “’Sir, can you help us open this door?’ my dad asked nicely.”  “’What happened, Casey?’ I said, storming into her room.
I was able to share with these same writers that your students’ writing helped me with my writing too.  For example, the sample about the dead gold fish (“I picked up Al.  I flicked off the coffee grounds and said ‘Al, my friend.  I’m gonna miss you’”) prompted me to write a humorous piece about a lost sales receipt to share with the class.  This sample, together, with a mini lesson on onomatopoeia, resulted in the following few lines:

  “Oh no, don’t tell me I have to go through all this soggy mess and squishy stuff that’s spewing over the side of the trash can and sploshing (sic) on our lovely clean floor.”  
(I hasten to add that the exaggerated sound words were intentional!).  You helped me a lot that day because I was able to model that writers really do help each other and I am sure this will happen many times in the future.  I thank you.


Suffice is to say that our teachers and I would like to be added to the multitude who are as grateful as we are for your magnificent contribution to the world of writing.
Very sincerely,

Jennifer Bernhard

Literacy Specialist

Clark County Schools

