6th grade Reading adapted from Treasures p.21-35

BIG IDEAS IN READING
Forming a Foundation

Developing an Initial Understanding

Interpreting Text
Reflecting and Responding

Demonstrating a Critical Stance

 Reading Roles - Literary
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Core content 4.0:  RD-06-1.1., apply knowledge of synonyms or antonyms to comprehend passage; 1.2., select, based on context, appropriate meaning for word with multiple meanings; 1.3., apply meanings of word parts (prefixes, suffixes, roots) to comprehend unfamiliar words in passage; 1.7 interpret literal and non-literal meanings of words or phrases, based on context; 2.8 explain the meaning of concrete or abstract terms based on context (e.g., “loaded” words, connotation, denotation)

Word Wiz 

(sample response)

Here’s some interesting words/phrases in Summer of the Swans:

When she had regained her balance she laughed ​wryly.  This must mean she really didn’t want to laugh because she had just got hurt.  
The forest that seemed powerful enough to engulf a whole valley, she thought with a sinking feeling, could certainly swallow up a young boy.  It is interesting that the author restates engulf in a different way, i.e., swallow up.  This seems to stress how serious it is that Charlie is lost in the forest.

In her anxiety she took the slipper and twisted it again and again as if she were wringing water out.  The action of twisting the slipper again and again helps us to understand that the word anxiety means nervous and worried.
Like the time Sara had been hit in the nose with a baseball…had frightened hi so much that he had turned and run without direction, in a frenzy, dashing headlong up the street, blind to cars and people.  This shows that you can use the word blind to mean that you can’t see something at the moment, but not that you’re permanently blind.
Core Content 4.0:  RD-06-2.1 Identify or explain main idea; 2.4 locate key ideas or information; 2.5 summarize information; 2.7 make predictions, draw conclusions, make generalizations, or make inferences based on what is read

Summarizer

(sample response)

In this part of the novel we learn that the story takes place in coal mining country and that Charlie, Sara’s ten year old brother who suffered a brain injury when he was a small child, is lost.  Sara and her friend Joe set out to look for him.  They climb to the top of a big hill that has been excavated for mining to get a better view of their surroundings.  
Sara is very concerned because Charlie cannot speak but we know he can hear because she keeps on calling out his name.  We also know that he must have left his house in his slippers because Sara found one of them and is holding it in her hand.  Through a flashback we also learn that Charlie only feels secure when he is keeping a strict routine and when something unexpected happens, his world turns upside down.  

While she is looking for Charlie, Sara thinks about the times she has felt sorry for herself and how during those times it was easy to cry.  But now that she has a reason to be sad, the tears won’t come.  

When Charlie wakes up he is in the woods and it seems like he must have fallen because his fingernails are black with earth.  He hears his sister calling his name and he starts screaming in response.  Sara slides down the hill as fast as she can and when she sees him, she finds him in torn pajamas so he must have left his house in the night.  They are very happy to find each other.
Core Content 4.0:  RD-06-3.1 explain the relationship between events and character’s behavior; 3.2., identify author’s purpose; 3.3 explain or analyze how a conflict is resolved; 3.4 identify details that support the main idea or explain their importance

Interpreter

(sample response)

Sara is being characterized as a kind, loving sister who is very concerned about her younger brother because he is handicapped.  There is evidence to support this when she persists in her search despite stumbling and falling while struggling to the top of a big hill to search for Charlie when he is lost.  We know she is very concerned when she takes his slipper that she found and nervously twists it as if she were wringing out water.
The author’s purpose in the beginning of the book is to set the stage for a plot that involves a handicapped boy and his older sister.

The author also introduces another character at the beginning of the book – Aunt Willie.  We learn that she has a box full of treasures and that Charlie could remember every one of them.  We also learn that Aunt Willie must be an influence on the family because Sara remembers that Aunt Willie would not allow the family to use the set of twenty-four stemmed glasses that her mother had won.

Core Content 4.0:  RD-06-4.1  Connect information from a passage to students’ lives (text-to-self), real world issues (text-to-world) and other texts (text-to-text, e.g., novel, short story, song, film, website, etc.).

Connector

(sample response)

I can’t imagine what it must be like to have a sibling who has a brain injury but I do know what it is like to have someone who is sick in the family.  There is a similarity in that you need to care for that person but the difference is a sick person can often get well and a brain injured person cannot.
Sara has a friend Joe who helps her and this makes me think about who I would go to among my friends to ask for help if I needed it.  Joe seems to be strong and level headed and that makes me think about whether any of my friends would come to me for help in a difficult situation.

This story makes me think about Hoot that I’ve just read.  The problem in Hoot was very different.  In Sara and Joe’s story, they start out looking for a missing sibling.  In Hoot An unlikely mix of three young people join together to take care of an environmental issue.  But in both books, the theme of friends taking action to solve a problem is the same.

Core Content 4.0:  RD-06-5.1 identify ways in which similar themes, ideas, concepts are developed in more than one literary work; 5.3 identify literary devices such as foreshadowing, imagery, and figurative language (e.g., similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole) 5.4 identify or explain examples of symbolism, irony, or analogy; 5.5 interpret how meaning is influenced by author’s word choice, style, content, or use of literary elements

Literary Critic
(sample response)

The description of how Charlie reacted when his older sister Sara was hit on the nose by a baseball helps us understand how Charlie reacts to something unexpected.  At the beginning of the book, we don’t know why Charlie has left his house in the middle of the night and ends up in the forest.  We can infer though that something unexpected happened.
The author helps us to visualize important details.  The image of Sara twisting Charlie’s slipper again and again as if she were wringing water out helps us to see and feel how worried she is.

We can also visualize how dangerous the path up the hill was.  Sara couldn’t make it up the hill on her own so Joe had to pull her up.  She fell and scraped her leg as the earth gave way beneath her.  As they stumbled on uneven ground, their footsteps sent a cascade of rocks and dirt down the bank.

The image of the forest being powerful enough to engulf a whole valley reinforced how dangerous it was for Charlie to be lost in the forest.
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