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Predict with your group before reading.  Check off the following tasks when you have completed them.

____
Preview the text by discussing what you already know about the topic.

____ Look at the headings and subheadings, questions at the end of the chapter (if appropriate), pictures, illustrations, maps, bold print and other text features.  Based on this information, what do you predict you will be reading about?

____  Look for any patterns in the text.  How is the text organized?  Scan to find text cues/signal words to help you.
Discussion

Our predictions are:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The prediction clues we used are:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remember you should be able to find proof to confirm your prediction in the text as you read.

	Text Structure
	Common Text Cues/Signal Words



	COMPARE AND CONTRAST
A comparison tells how things, people, places or events are alike or different.  A contrast tells how they are different.


	Because


Since


Therefore

Consequently

As a result

This led to


So that

	Nevertheless

Accordingly

If…then…

Thus



One reason for that

For this reason

	CAUSE AND EFFECT

Why something happens is the cause.  What happens because of the cause is the effect.


	However

Like



Unlike



Likewise

Both

As well as

Although

Unless


Yet



Similarly


	Whereas 

Too

In contrast

While



Either…or


Nevertheless

As opposed to

Not only…but also


On the other hand
Consequently

As a result

	PROBLEM AND SOLUTION

The author’s purpose is to write about a problem and give a solution.


	
	

	QUESTION AND ANSWER
The author asks a question and then gives an answer


	How



When



What



Why 

Who


	Where 

How many


The best estimate

It could be that

One may conclude

	SEQUENCE or TIME ORDER

All the facts are arranged in a special sequence or are listed in chronological or time order.


	On (date)


Not long after

Now



As



Before


After

When



Since


	Until



First



Following


At the same time

Finally



During


At last

	LIST, ENUMERATION
All the facts/details are listed or enumerated


	To begin with

First, Second

Next



Then 

Finally
, Last


Beside
	In fact 


For instance


In front 

For example


In addition, also

With, Near

	EXEMPLIFICATION

Using examples to explain or elaborate an idea


	For instance



In fact


Specifically

To illustrate



Such as


For example
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Think about the questions you can ask yourself while you read.  Check off the type of questions you formed as you read.  Create some questions that can ask the following:

_____  questions to check your understanding

_____  questions to think about what is important

_____  questions to clarify information

_____  questions to seek further information

_____  questions/”noticings” about writer’s craft

Try using, “I wonder…………………………………………….”

Discussion

Our questions are:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Think about the confusing parts or difficult words while you read.  Check off the following tasks when you have completed them:

_____  Write down difficult ideas or words in the text as you come to them

_____  Use the fix-up strategies you know to figure out the confusing ideas or words.  Check the strategies you used:


_____  Skip the confusing part and read ahead


_____  Reread the text slowly and/or orally


_____  Look for context clues


_____  Check for word parts


_____  Ask one another for help


_____  Use a dictionary


_____  Ask the teacher

Discussion

Difficult or confusing ideas or words we found are:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

These are the fix-up strategies we used:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Summarize with your group after reading.  Check the following when you have discussed them:

_____   Discuss the main idea of the selection.  The main idea frequently answers:  who (subject), what (action), where, when, why and how

_____  Talk about what other information is important to your understanding of the text.

_____  Develop a summary, using your own words, to summarize the important events or information in sequence.

Write your summary here:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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