	QAR Characteristics



	IN THE BOOK
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	Right There 

The answer is “right there” in the text.  It is often a detail question.
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	Think and Search

The answer is in the text and involves cross-text searches.  

Identifying text structures such as the following helps organize your answer.

· Simple List Explanation

· Sequence

· Compare and Contrast

· Cause and Effect

· Problem and Solution



	IN MY HEAD
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	Author and Me

The information to answer the question comes from background knowledge. 

You need to read the text and understand the question, and you need to make connections.

· Text to Self:          How the text affects the way you think or believe.

· Text to Text:         Make connections with different texts you’ve read.

· Text to Themes:   Use what you’ve read to generalize, identify themes, or interpret text.

· Text to World:     Use what you know is happening in the world around you to generalize, etc.
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	On My Own

All the ideas and information to answer the question come from background knowledge, experiences, and beliefs.  The question can be answered without reading the text.
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	Right There
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	Think and Search
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	Author and Me
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	On My Own

	Source:

The answer is found in the text.

The answer is easily found within a single statement or paragraph.
	Source:

The answer is found in the text.

The answer is found in more than one statement, paragraph, or section of the text.
	Source:

The answer is based on my own knowledge and experience.

The answer combines an understanding of the text with my own knowledge or experience.  It may connect to other texts I have read.
	Source:
The answer is based on my own knowledge and experience.
The answer is independent of the text.  It is related to the general topic of the text but comes from my own experience, knowledge, and reading.

	Wording:

The wording of the question is found in the text and may be repeated in the answer.

The answer may use the exact wording in the text.
	Wording:

The wording of the question may or may not be found in the text.

The answer may or may not use the wording in the text.
	Wording:

The wording of the question is unlikely to be found in the text.

The answer may or may not use wording in the text.  The answer may refer to or draw on points made in the text.


	Wording:

The wording of the question is not found in the text.

The answer will not use wording in the text.

	Content:

The answer is usually a definition, a fact, or a detail from the text.
	Content:

The answer may require inferring or summarizing from information given in the text.

The answer may address the main idea of the text.
	Content:

The answer is a narrative inferred from or based on information given in the text.

The answer addresses the main idea or theme of the text.


	Content:

The answer is a personal narrative (explanation, opinion, or description) related to the general topic or theme of the text.

	Format:

The question-answer format is usually multiple-choice.
	Format:

The question-answer format may be multiple-choice or short answer.
	Format:

The question-answer format may be multiple-choice, short answer, or extended response (essay).
	Format:

The question-answer format is usually short answer or extended response (essay).
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