6th grade Reading adapted from Treasures, p. 27-28
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RD-06-1.0.1

Apply knowledge of synonyms or antonyms to comprehend a passage.  DOK 2
RD-06.1.0.2

Select, based on context, the appropriate meaning for a word that has multiple meanings.  DOK 2
RD-06-1.0.4
Formulate questions to guide reading

RD-06-1.0.7
Interpret literal and non-literal meanings of words or phrases, based on context.  DOK 2
RD-06-2.0.1

Identify or explain the main idea of a passage
RD-O6-2.0.3

Students will identify or explain literary elements (e.g., characterization, setting, plot, theme, point of view) in a passage. DOK 3

RD-06-3.0.2

Identify an author’s purpose in a passage.  DOK 2

RD-06-4.0.1

Connect information from a passage to students’ lives (reason to write)

RD-O6-5.0.5

Students will interpret how meaning is influenced by the author’s word choice, style, content, or use of literary elements. 
Read the following passage from The Summer of the Swans from which we learn some important details about Charlie, a ten-year-old boy who suffered a brain injury as a small child. As you read, ask yourself how Betsy Byers, the author, is helping us to understand Charlie’s point of view and also think about the impact of her word choice on us as we become acquainted with Charlie.
Charlie awoke, but he lay for a moment without opening his eyes.  He did not remember where he was, but he had a certain dread of seeing it.
There were great parts of his life that were lost to Charlie, blank spaces that he could never fill in.  He would find himself in a strange place and not know how he had got there.  Like the time Sara had been hit in the nose with a baseball at the ice cream shop, and the blood and the sight of Sara kneeling on the ground in helpless pain had frightened him so much that he had turned and run without direction, in a frenzy, dashing headlong up the street, blind to cars and people.

By chance Mr. Weicek had seen him, put him in the car, and driven him home, and Aunt Willie had put him to bed, but later he remembered none of this.  He had only awakened in bed and looked at the crumpled bit of ice-cream cone still clenched in his hand and wondered about it.


His whole life had been built on a strict routine, and as long as this routine was kept up, he felt safe and well.  The same foods, the same bed, the same furniture in the same place, the same seat on the school bus, the same class procedure were all important to him.  But always there could be the unexpected, the dreadful surprise that would topple his carefully constructed life in an instant.


The first thing he became aware of was the twigs pressing into his face, and he put his hand under his cheek.  Still he did not open his eyes.  Pictures began to drift into his mind; he saw Aunt Willie’s box which was filled with old jewelry and buttons and knickknacks, and he found that he could remember every item in that box – the string of white beads without a clasp, the old earrings, the tiny book with souvenir fold-out pictures of New York, the plastic decorations from cakes, the turtle made of sea shells.  Every item was so real that he opened his eyes and was surprised to see, instead of the glittering contents of the box, the dull and unfamiliar forest.


He raised his head and immediately felt the aching of his body.  Slowly he sat up and looked down at his hands.  His fingernails were black with earth, two of them broken below the quick, and he got up slowly and sat on the log behind him and inspected his fingers more closely.


Then he sat up straight.  His hands dropped to his lap.  His head cocked to the side like a bird listening.  Slowly he straightened until he was standing.  At his side his fingers twitched at the empty air as if to grasp something.  He took a step forward, still with his head to the side.  He remained absolutely still.


Then he began to cry out in a hoarse excited voice, again and again, screaming now, because he had just heard someone far away calling his name.

Multiple Choice

1. In the sentence, Sara kneeling on the ground in helpless pain had frightened him so much that he had turned and run without direction, in a frenzy, dashing headlong up the street, blind to cars and people, the main idea is that Charlie was:

0 
unable to see because of his brain injury 

0
able to quickly run for help for Sara

0 
so frightened he was unaware of traffic


0 
all of the above

2. In the sentence, The same foods, the same bed, the same furniture in the same place, the same seat on the school bus, the same class procedure were all important to him, the author has chosen to repeat the word same several times because this word:

0 
stresses the importance of a strict routine to Charlie

0 
prepares us for Charlie’s reaction to an unexpected event

0 
supports the idea that a surprise could be disastrous 

0 
all of the above

3. In the sentence, Every item was so real that he opened his eyes and was surprised to see, instead of the glittering contents of the box, the dull and unfamiliar forest, the author has chosen the word dull to describe the forest because it:

0 
provides an antonym for the word glittering

0 
reinforces the unfamiliarity of the forest


0 
suggests the forest could eventually be bright


0 
all of the above

4. The main purpose of this passage is to help the reader understand the:

0 
the importance of following directions

0 
the seriousness of Charlie’s being lost

0 
the value of Aunt Willie’s souvenirs


0 
none of the above

Open Response

a.  We learn from this reading that routine is very important to Charlie.  Using details from the text, explain why it is so important.

Since Charlie suffered a brain injury as a child and cannot speak, he does not live a normal life.  Consequently, routine is very important to him.  For example, as long as he eats the same food, sleeps in the same bed and sits on the same seat on the school bus, he feels secure.  When something unexpected happens such as the time when he saw his sister hurt by a baseball, his world gets turned upside down.  
b.  The word dull to describe a forest seems strange if we don’t understand the context in which it is used.  List three different adjectives to describe a forest and explain why these would not be the best word choice in the context of this passage.
Thick/Dark/Rain/Pine/Lonely/Frightening

None of these adjectives would contrast well with the “glittering contents of the box” that Charlie was used to.  
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I remember a time when:

 my routine was unexpectedly changed…


I got lost…


I rummaged through a family member’s souvenir box…

I first visited a forest…


Another event that this reading reminded me of…

This is what happened…

This is why this event is important to me…
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