On-Demand Instructional Strategies

Academic Expectation 1.11:  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences and for different purposes.

Core Content: On-Demand Writing

The purpose of Kentucky’s on-demand writing assessment is to determine if students can independently apply skills and knowledge of the writing criteria.  Under supervision in a testing situation, students produce a single response to a prompt, written in a single, limited time frame.  Prompts provide a context which includes an audience, purpose, and form for the piece of writing.  The prompts are structured to elicit student writing which narrates an event, persuades, or responds to text, graphic, or chart. 

(Note:  Despite the limited time frame of 90 minutes, students are given the opportunity to ask for additional time)

Common Forms of Written Response

	4
	7
	12

	Letter
	Letter
	Letter

	Article
	Article
	Article

	
	Editorial
	Editorial

	
	
	Speech


Common Purposes

· Narrate an event for a purpose

· Respond to text, graphic, or chart

· Persuade

Instructional Strategies Used Over Time

Before Writing

· Incorporate opportunities for on-demand writing within standards based units of study

· Utilize teacher generated on-demand prompts for both formative and summative assessments

· Read and discuss the forms in which students are asked to write (i.e., letter, article, editorial and speech)

· Analyze techniques writers use in these forms

· idea development appropriate to mode (i.e., narrate, persuade, respond)

· organization appropriate to mode

· sentence structure

· word choice

· Provide students opportunities to select a prompt to which they respond

During Writing

· Review with students the requirement of the prompts (i.e., form, audience and purpose)

· Scaffold this review through utilizing think-alouds, guided practice and independent practice

· Guide students in selection of a prompt based on their experiences and their knowledge of themselves as writers

· Scaffold instruction of the independent use of the writing process through whole group guided practice, small group practice and independent practice

· Monitor use of the writing process through the phases of development

· Adapt instruction of the stages of the writing process to meet the needs of the students

· Guide students in use of resources (i.e., dictionary and thesaurus)

After Writing

· Provide opportunities for student reflection following on-demand writing (e.g., writer’s notebook entries, exit or admit slips, informal conferences)

· Provide specific feedback to students based on writing criteria (i.e., purpose/audience, idea development, organization, sentences, language and correctness)

· Meet with other teachers to analyze students’ on-demand writing in order to inform instruction

Writing On-Demand

Sample Prompts

	Situation 1:  Our school district has changed its policy on snacks sold to students.  This change has caused some schools to stop selling snacks all together.
	Task 1:  Take a position regarding snack sales in your school.  Write a letter to your school principal explaining your position and persuade him/her to consider your thoughts.

	Situation 2: The newspaper is looking for student articles about problems at school such as:

· Playground equipment

· Food options during lunch

· Seatbelts on school busses

· Homework issues
	Task 2: Using one of these problems, or an idea of your own, write an article persuading members of the community to take action and correct this problem.



	Situation 3: At lunch each day, students are made to sit at a table with only children from their homeroom.  Many children want to be able to sit at other places with friends.
	Task 3: Write a letter to the principal persuading him to allow children to sit with friends at different tables in the cafeteria.



	Situation 4: Students often are disappointed by their teacher’s choice of field trip location.  This year, however, your teacher has asked for student help in choosing an educational field trip.
	Task 4: Write a letter to your teacher persuading him/her that your field trip choice is the best due to its educational value.



	Situation 5: Your class has been learning about tourist attractions in Kentucky.  You will be taking a field trip one of the places described in the chart.
(add places/activities)
	Task 5: Write a letter to your teacher persuading her to plan a class trip to one of these Kentucky tourist attractions. Use activities on the chart to support your reason for choosing this location.

	Situation 6:  Your class has not attended any field trips this year.  Your teacher is considering taking one field trip next month.
	Task 6:  Write a letter to you teacher to persuade him/her to go on an educational field trip.  Support your response.

	Situation 7: According to research obtained in science class, animals in captivity that are used for performance purposes such as zoos, rodeos, and circuses live out their lives in an unnatural, miserable habitat.
	Task 7: Every year the Shriner’s circus is asked to perform for our school district.  Write a letter to the superintendent persuading him/her to choose a different type of reward for our students this year.

	Situation 8: February is Dental Health month.  Many school age children have not visited the dentist before and are scared of the possibility.


	Task 8: Write an article for the school newspaper telling about a trip to the dentist that you’ve taken or tell the consequences that happened when you or someone you know didn’t go to the dentist.

	Situation 9: Your school district is trying to help students fight obesity.


	Task 9: Write an editorial for a newspaper about child obesity that gives suggestions for what schools can do to help students become fit.

	Situation 10: The principal has been noticing that students have been mean to other students by teasing them or leaving them out.


	Task 10: Write an article for the school newspaper narrating a time a classmate teased you or left you out (or someone you know).  Explain how to solve this situation.

	Situation 11: It is sometimes hard to make friends or keep friends at school.  Sometimes a person you think is your friend ends up not treating you very well.  All of us have had experiences when this happened.  Think back to one or more of those times.


	Task 11: Write an article to your school newspaper about being a good friend.  Include examples of some times when your feelings have been hurt by a friend or someone you wanted to be friends with.  (Do not use names.)  Give suggestions on how to make and keep friends.

	Situation 12: Our class received a letter from a 4th grade student who lives in Alaska.  His class is participating tin the “Great Mail Race.”  The goal is for students in other states to receive letters from students telling about themselves, their school, and community.
	Task 12: Write a letter to the student.  Tell the student about yourself, your school, and your community.



	Situation 13: A new student has moved into our town and knows nothing about what to do for fun.
	Task 13: Write a letter to him/her suggesting things to do for fun in our community.

	Situation 14:  Fourth grade students are faced with many new challenges, such as an increase in the amount of homework and writing portfolios.


	Task 14: Write an article for your school newspaper explaining one of these challenges that an incoming fourth grade student might face.  Be sure to support your choice with suggestions and tips so that these students can have a successful fourth grade year.

	Situation 15:  We have many pets in our classroom that need daily care.  When school is not in session, we will need children in our class to take the pets to their own homes to care for them.
	Task 15:  Write a letter to the teacher explaining why you or someone you know would be a good pet sitter.




