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Problem/Concern/Issue:  Installing metal detectors in schools to prevent violence
Pre-writing Steps:

1.
Take a position: for or against

2.
Think of your reasons (at least two, preferably three)
For example, reason one: metal detectors will keep weapons out of schools
3.
Prove your point

How could you prove that metal detectors will keep weapons out of schools?
D
-
Dialogue

R
-
Rhetorical question

A
-
Analogy

P
-
Personal experience

E
- 
Example

S
- 
Statistic

4.  
Choose two or three of the following elaboration strategies to support each of your reasons.
	D (dialogue):  
	John Smith, school safety officer in a neighboring school district, said, “Since we’ve installed metal detectors, we’ve taken away several hunting knives that could have easily been used to hurt someone.”

	R (rhetorical question):  
	Do you know how many metal objects that could be used as weapons are brought into school every day?



	A (analogy):  
	Metal detectors in schools are like security systems in our houses.



	P (personal example):  


	I remember an eighth grader talking about his new hunting knife recently and wondered if he brought it to school whether someone could steal it and hurt someone.

	E (example):  
	Metal detectors are used in public buildings such as court houses, stadiums, airports.


	S (statistics):  
	90% of students in my school think metal detectors are a good idea.



Read the student responses that follow this writing task to see how well each writer has elaborated his or her reasons.  Use DRAPES to help you evaluate these responses.

On Demand Writing Task

Writing to Persuade

SITUATION:

Your Board of Education is considering installing metal detectors in your school as part of its school safety program.  Before making a final decision, board members would like to know whether you agree or disagree with using metal detectors to prevent violent acts in schools.

WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to the Chairperson of the Board of Education in which you state your position on the installation of metal detectors and provide convincing reasons for your position.

Student Response # One

Dear Chairperson,
I am writing to agree with you about installing metal detectors in our school.  I think it is a good way to keep violence out of schools, especially after the violence in other schools in the past couple of years.  I will go over a few reasons why I agree with this idea.

I think metal detectors will help enforce the school’s rules.  Metal detectors will help people to stop bringing cell phones, beepers and other electronics to school.

Also if we have metal detectors, I think it will decrease absences and students skipping school.  The students will be more secure abut people not having weapons, and they will feel more safe at school.

Finally, metal detectors will limit violence.  This means people can’t bring guns or knives and there will be more police officers free to stop fistfights.

Overall, I think it is a good idea to install metal detectors, and I am behind it 100%.

Sincerely,
A student

Student Response #Two

Dear Chairperson,

On the idea of adding metal detectors, my opinion would be that we shouldn’t have them.  Mainly because it would make the halls more crowded, waste students’ time and would cost a lot of money.

My first reason would be that it would cause a lot of traffic problems.  Every time you would go up to the metal detectors, there would be a line and if it took so long, we might have to come to school earlier to stand in line.

My second reason is that it’s time-consuming.  It would take too long to stand in line, and have everyone taking everything out of their pockets.  And if your backpack went off, they would have to go through all their stuff until it didn’t go off any more.  It might also be embarrassing if you were a girl and had to take all your personal belongings out.  If the students were late to school, then they would be even more late to class even more, because of standing in line.

My third and last reason would be cost.  Metal detectors are very expensive.  In our library we spent about thousands on the detectors and there is only two of them. If they had to put them all over the school, that would cost millions.  Hiring more staff would become a problem too.  You would have to hire more police to control the metal detectors.  And police are paid more, so that would cost more money.

All my reasons can show you why not to put metal detectors in the school.  I still believe that they are a waste of time, a waste of money, and they cause traffic problems.

Sincerely,
A student

Student Response # Three

Dear Chairperson,
I have been informed that you are going to be considering installing metal detectors at my school.  In my opinion putting metal detectors in the school will be the biggest mistake the school board will ever make.  My opinion is that I am not for putting metal detectors in the schools.  I have many reasons to back up my opinion.

Well to start off, one reason would be the cost for putting in metal detectors.  Our school already used 56 million dollars on building and getting supplies for the school.  Now they want to install metal detectors in the school.  But after you pay that off, then you got to think about hiring more staff to look after the metal detectors.  Before I went to a school with metal detectors and I did not like it because there was never enough money to get new supplies for the students because they put in metal detectors.

Another problem that will come in effect will be the hassle of getting into the school and time consuming.  To be able to get in the school, you have to go through metal detectors and that means waiting in long lines just to get into school.  Also it will take a long time to get off your rings, earrings, and watches.  Some students do not get to school until 8:40 and they have to go line and get checked by the metal detectors and may cause them to be late to class.  I was at a school with metal detectors and it was not fun standing in those long lines and students pushing and shoving just to get in school.

The one thing I think is the most important is that the metal detectors will give the impression that we have a problem.  To me this shows that the school is unsafe and parents will send students somewhere else that is safe.  If people drive by they might think this school is a bad school.  It also may show that students will not learn in this school.  If I was a parent and I had a choice where to send my kid, I would send him where it looks safe, but if the school have metal detectors that will draw away the new students.

As you can see, installing metal detectors is not a good thing in schools.  So please take my reasons into consideration.  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,
A student

Student Response # Four

Dear Chairperson,
I feel that metal detectors at schools in our area is a bad idea.  Although many others have opted to include detectors in their gun control policy, I feel that our school can live without them.

One minor con of metal detectors is cost.  We would have to take money out of our general funds.  To recover from this huge debt, fund-raisers would have to be created.  No student likes to go door to door selling products that they know are cheap and overpriced.  If our debt was still not covered, we would have to wait longer to receive new equipment.  Those funds should be spent in other areas like installing more doors in the big buildings so students aren’t struggling to get to class every day.  45% of students are tardy at least once a week because of overcrowdedness.  Why I have to carry a 30-pound backpack is because I don’t have time to get to my locker between classes.  We need doors much more than metal detectors.

Another aspect of metal detectors is the hassle they create.  Have you ever stood in an airport for half an hour just to get through the security check?  Well think of the delay when 3,000 plus students arrive all at the same time and are forced to line up single file in a few metal detector lines.  Tardies would triple and frustration would abound.  I personally don’t like having to wait in lines.

Our school already looks somewhat like a prison.  Walking through metal detectors on the way to class every day would just worsen that feeling of being confined.  Students like to feel free, they don’t want to feel confined.  65% of students already feel caged in with all the fences and gates.  The learning environment is just as important as the learning itself.


Seeing how our school doesn’t have a gun problem or even a history of one, putting metal detectors up would create the illusion that we do have a problem.  In fact, the chances of getting injured in a school shooting almost match that of winning the lottery.  Plus parents are like a hen laying on her eggs:  if they were to think that this school had a gun problem, they might take their kids and enroll them in a safer school.

Metal detectors are a very bad idea.  They would cause cost issues, tardies, frustration, a bad learning environment, and the withdrawal of many students.  Please take the time to reconsider and decide that metal detectors are not necessary.  Not just for you or me, but for all 3,000 students of this school.  Thank you for listening to my side of this issue.

Sincerely,
J------- T-----

Student Response # Five

Dear Chairperson,
I feel that we should have metal detectors in our schools.  I have some serious and important reasons for the installation of metal detectors.  Metal detectors increase the safety of the staff and student body as well as limiting the violence.  Also students will not fear attending school.

The installation of metal detectors increases the safety of the staff and students.  Recently, students of Columbine High School brought weapons to school.  They did not have metal detectors and lives were lost.  Do you want to take the risk of your child’s safety over some “trashy” looking metal detectors?

Newspaper statistics show that John Jay High School has had a 40% drop of their violence rate.  This is because they have installed metal detectors just this past month.  Also students will be persuaded to leave their arms and weapons at home.  Metal detectors limit the violence at school.

Metal detectors will also raise the attendance count.  Students will not be afraid to attend school.  Last year at my school there was an alleged bomb threat stating that on May 20, 200-, our school would be blown up.  Many students worried for their safety did not attend school that day.  I remember that in every class, more than half of the students were gone!  Teachers were unable to teach us because they were worried that most of the class would fall behind.  Wouldn’t you come to school if you knew that guns and other weapons were not present during the school day?  Let’s not make self-defense a required course to graduate!

I strongly believe that installing metal detectors would be a wise decision for our schools.  They limit the violence, increase safety, and reassure students not to be afraid while attending school.  I urge you to seriously consider my reasons and hope you decide to make metal detectors the next step in protecting our schools.

Sincerely,
A student

What information can you add to the following analysis?

Response One
This essay presents a position.

It presents three distinct reasons.
None of the reasons is proven with elaboration.

Response Two

This essay presents a position.

It presents three reasons, but the first two are really the same.

Inside the second reason is the issue of embarrassment, which could be elaborated into a whole separate reason.

The third reason is well elaborated.
Response Three

This essay presents a position.

It presents three reasons, cleanly organized.  The second reason uses some specifics.

There are correctness issues in this paper that are a problem.

Response Four

This essay presents a position.

It presents four elaborated reasons with specific, relevant details.
There is control of grammar and usage; acceptable word choice.
Response Five

This essay presents a position.

It presents three elaborated reasons with specific, relevant details.
There is control of grammar and usage; acceptable word choice.
Reflection:
How has using DRAPES to analyze other writers’ work helped you prepare for writing on demand?







