On Demand Diagnostic Prompts – 8th grade
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Choose ONE of the following writing tasks to complete:

WRITING TASK 1
Writing to Persuade
SITUATION: 

You have either visited or would like to visit a particular tourist attraction in Kentucky.  You think this place would be a beneficial educational experience for all 8th graders.  Your teacher would like to know what class trips students recommend.
WRITING TASK: 

Write a letter to your teacher persuading him or her to consider taking your 8th grade class to the destination of your choice.  Be sure to include important details such as how much it costs, educational value, approximate distance and why you think a visit to this place would be beneficial.  These details will help the teacher understand why your class should take this trip.
OR
WRITING TASK 2
Writing to Persuade
SITUATION: 

The 8th grade teachers are gathering information about possible class trips and are especially interested in those that the majority of students feel would be beneficial.  They see this as an opportunity for you to actually voice your opinion in a speech.
WRITING TASK: 

Write a speech for your teachers and your classmates in which you recommend a specific place for a class trip.  You need to include details that convince them that your chosen destination is the best one.
Choose ONE of the following writing tasks to complete:

WRITING TASK 1

Writing to Narrate for a Specific Purpose

SITUATION:

Many traditions or family events are observed in different ways throughout the year in the United States such as Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, birthdays, weddings and graduations.  Middle school students in a school in London, the capital of England, are researching American traditions and would like to hear from you about your experiences.
WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to an English student telling about a time when you experienced one of these traditions or events.  Be sure to include details about what made this such a special event for you.
OR
WRITING TASK 2

Writing to Narrate for a Specific Purpose

SITUATION:

Kentucky has many interesting places to visit like Mammoth Cave, Natural Bridge, Shakertown, and Fort Boonesborough.  Many families take day trips to these places or go on longer vacations during summer break.  Your school newspaper is collecting articles about such student travels and experiences.
WRITING TASK:

Write an article for the school newspaper about an interesting vacation destination or day trip within Kentucky that you have experienced.  Be sure to include details about what you did on this trip to make it memorable.
Choose ONE of the following writing tasks to complete:

WRITING TASK 1

Writing to Inform

SITUATION:

The school newspaper, The School News, is beginning a monthly health column.  

WRITING TASK;

Write an article explaining the purpose of sunscreen and the importance of its use (or other health product and its importance).  
OR

WRITING TASK 2
Writing to Inform

SITUATION:

You have shown that you are a role model for others at your school.  For example, you may have read to elementary students, helped in the cafeteria, served as an office worker, or assisted teachers with various tasks.
WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to inform future middle school students about what it means to be a role model.  Be sure to include details to help a new middle school student become a successful role model.
