Choose 1 from the following

Writing Task 1
Situation:  Latest Fashion.  Video games.  CDs.  Computer Games.  IPods.  Everyone gets caught up one time or another with wanting new things.  Maurice Sendak, author of the children’s book, Where the Wild Things Are, believes the following:      

“There must be more to life than having everything.”

Writing Task:  Think about whether you agree or disagree with this quote and then write an editorial for your school newspaper persuading readers to support your opinion.  Be sure to include reasons why you feel this way.  
Writing Task 2

Situation:  The Site-Based Decision Making Council at your school has decided to debate the issue of school dress code in order to determine whether or not to revise the current policy.  A member of the Site-Based Decision Making Council has previously stated, 
“The enforcement of a strict dress code, like the one in place at our school, helps eliminate distractions that some fashions may cause helping students to focus more on their teachers and the content being taught.  On the other hand, there are those people who say that having a strict dress code does little to increase student achievement and attention in the classroom and has a negative effect on student morale.”  

Writing Task:  Prepare a speech to be given to the Site-Based Decision Making Council outlining your proposal on how to address this issue.  You can discuss either keeping the current dress code or revising the policy, but convince the council to try your proposal. 

	SCORING CRITERIA FOR ON-DEMAND WRITING

	PURPOSE/AUDIENCE:  the degree to which the writer maintains a focused purpose to communicate with an audience by:

· Narrowing the topic to establish a focus

· Analyzing and addressing the needs of the intended audience

· Adhering to the characteristics (e.g., format, organization) of the form

· Employing a suitable tone

· Allowing a voice to emerge when appropriate

	IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT:  The degree to which the writer develops and supports main ideas and depends the audience’s understanding by using:

· Logical, justified, and suitable explanation

· Relevant elaboration

· Related connections and reflections

· Idea development strategies (e.g., bulleted lists, definitions) appropriate for the form

	ORGANIZATION:  The degree to which the writer create unity and coherence to accomplish the focused purpose by:

· Engaging the audience and establishing a context for reading

· Placing ideas and support in a meaningful order

· Guiding the reader through the piece with transitions and transitional elements

· Providing effective closure

	SENTENCES:  The degree to which the writer creates effective sentences that are:

· Varied in structure and length

· Constructed effectively

· Complete and correct

	LANGUAGE:  The degree to which the writer demonstrates

· Word choice

· Strong verbs and nouns

· Concrete and/or sensory details

· Language appropriate to the content, purpose, and audience

· Concise use of language

· Correct usage/grammar

	CORRECTNESS:  The degree to which the writer demonstrates:

· Correct spelling

· Correct punctuation

· Correct capitalization

· Appropriate documentation of ideas and information from outside sources (e.g., citing authors or titles within the text, listing sources)


