Adapted from Treasures, grade 5, KCCT Preparation and Practice, p. 22; 26

ON DEMAND
Narrating for a Specific Purpose - Sample Response
SITUATION:

A nature magazine is going to publish a special column about how to have fun outside and they would like to hear about outdoor activities that young people enjoy.  In order to encourage others to explore more outside activities, the editor would like you to tell about a time when you had an especially enjoyable time outdoors.
WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to editor of the magazine telling about your favorite memory of being outdoors.  Describe what happened.  Include where you were and whom you were with.  Be sure to explain why this time outdoors was so enjoyable so that others might want to try this activity.
Dear Editor,
I understand that you are going to publish a special column about having fun outdoors and that you are interested in hearing about outdoor activities that young people enjoy.  I would like to tell you about a time when I went hiking in the woods with my family because when your readers learn how much fun it was, I am sure they will want to go hiking too.

This is how it started.  It was a warm, sunny spring morning. 
“We have been cooped up inside this house for too long during the dreary winter.  It is time we do something outside for a change,” my dad announced.
“So where are we going, Dad?” I asked.

“Well, since it’s Saturday and we’ve got the whole day, your mother is putting together a picnic and we’re going to Maywoods.  We’ll do some hiking and then some good eating!”
A hike in the woods was new to me, but all you ever hear about these days is the importance of exercise, so I was willing to give it a try.

We parked our car at a picnic area and mom made sure that our cooler lid was on tight so that our food would not spoil.  

“Ready?” said Dad.  “Then follow me.  We’ll do the easy trail this time; the sign says it’s only two miles.”

The path into the woods was kind of narrow so Mom and I followed behind Dad.   As we got deeper into the woods, there were some limbs that were in our way.  Dad was the perfect gentleman because he pulled them aside so that we could get through without getting scratched.  As we walked, we tried to be quiet so that we could hear the wildlife.  Mom and I guessed what the noises were and Dad told us whether we were right or not.  We heard birds chirping, frogs croaking, and the rustle of the new leaves as chipmunks scampered on their way.  It must have rained earlier because we could smell the freshness of the new plant growth and the leaves under our feet were damp.  Being out in the fresh spring air felt so good.
 “I think we have earned ourselves a really good lunch,” Mom said as we came to the starting point on our hike. 
Food never tasted as good as it did that day.  There wasn’t a crumb left!

 “That was really enjoyable.  We need to do this more often.  And one of the best parts is it didn’t cost anything,” my mom said on the way home.
She was right.  Hiking or walking in the woods, or even in a park, doesn’t need any special equipment, you don’t have to pay to get in, and it’s a lot of fun.  The other advantage, of course, is the exercise is good for you!
I hope you will publish my letter so that your readers will be encouraged to try hiking with their families too.





Yours sincerely,






