
	On Demand – Narrating for a Specific Purpose

Getting Ready to Write…
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Questions to ask yourself as you read the prompt and plan to write:  

1.  What is the intended purpose when you are asked to: 
· Tell about a time when you had a certain kind of experience…

· Refer to your own experiences and…

· From your own experience, relate an incident that…

2. Is the purpose to inform; or is it to support your opinion?
This narrowed purpose of narrating for a specific purpose requires you to tell a personal story or give a personal account in order to support an idea, opinion, conclusion, interpretation, etc., as a means of either informing or persuading your reader.  The story, which might be based on your own experience or even the experience of someone you know, is a way of developing your writing in order to meet this narrowed purpose.

3. When you have decided on a story/event you might tell, you need to ask yourself if you are choosing an appropriate topic for your audience and your purpose.  For example, if you are asked to write about an outdoor activity for a fitness magazine, would riding a roller coaster be appropriate to write about?  Does riding a roller coaster have a fitness connection?  
Analyzing the On Demand prompt to find out exactly what is your PURPOSE and who is your AUDIENCE is important, so here are some prompts to help you practice thinking about what is the FORM, who is the AUDIENCE and what exactly is the PURPOSE.




	1.  Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  A fitness magazine is going to publish a special column about how to have fun exercising outdoors and would like to hear about outdoor activities that young people enjoy so that others might try them.

Writing Directions:  Write a letter to the editor of the fitness magazine telling about a time when you had fun exercising outdoors.
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:



	

	2. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  A “Special Memories” booklet is being published at your school to hand out to all students.  Think about an interesting event or a special time that happened at school to include in the booklet.
Writing Directions:  Write an article for the “Special Memories” booklet telling about an interesting event or a special time at school.  Be sure to include details that help readers understand why you chose this time or event.


	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:

	

	3. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  All students like recess, but your principal is pushing for less recess and more time in the classroom because he thinks recess is wasted learning time.  Think of a time when you learned something at recess time that you wouldn’t have learned in the classroom.

 

Writing Directions:  Write a letter to your principal explaining why it’s important to keep recess.  Support your opinion by writing about the time when learning did occur at recess. 
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:



	

	4. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation: A children’s magazine is going to publish a special edition about how to deal with unexpected news. Everyone has received news they were not expecting. Sometimes the news is happy, and other times it is sad. Knowing how others have dealt with unexpected news can prepare us for similar situations.  Think of a time when you or someone you know received unexpected news – happy or sad.

Writing Directions:  Write an article for the children's magazine. Tell about a time when you or someone you know received unexpected news and explain how it was dealt with so that others can be prepared.
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:



	

	5. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  Throughout our lives we all learn lessons based on things that happen to us.  Your school newspaper is going to publish a special edition about lessons learned.  Think about a time when you learned a lesson – good or bad.

Writing Directions:  Write an article for other students to read about a lesson you learned because of an experience you had.
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:



	

	6. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  Students in a school in England are researching how American families celebrate their national holidays. They would like to hear from you. 

Writing Directions:  Write a letter to a student in England telling about a memorable national holiday that you and your family celebrated. 
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:
Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:



	

	7. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation: “I Love to Laugh Day” is coming soon. Your school paper is publishing articles written by students about funny memories they have.

Writing Directions: Think of a time when you were SO amused that you just couldn't stop laughing. Maybe it happened to you or maybe you saw it happen to someone else.  Write an article for “I Love to Laugh Day.” Try to make your reader laugh like you did with your funniest details.  Be sure to share your funny thoughts, dialogue, and actions.
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:



	

	8. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation: During our lives we sometimes have experiences that frighten us.

Writing Directions: Write an article for your school newsletter. Tell about a frightening experience you or someone you know has had so that readers know what happened and what was learned from the experience.
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:

	

	9. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  Your school newspaper is running a series of articles about the importance of good manners.

 
Writing Directions:  Write an article telling about a time when knowing manners was important.


	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:

	

	10. Underline the KEY words in the Writing Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Writing Situation:  Your principal would like to salute students who show good manners in a special column in the school newspaper called “Good Manners Count.”  He thinks this will encourage all students to show good manners.

Writing Directions:  Write an article telling about a time when knowing manners was important so that others might follow your example.
	Form:

Audience:

Purpose:

Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:




