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	Skills We Learn From Adults


	Reasons to be Thankful
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Is this a real story?  How do you know?

Can you answer: Who? What? When? How? Where? Why?

It was well past noon and Justin was hungry.  Soon they came upon a small, well-built shed, securely locked.  Nearby was a small stream.  Grandpa reined in his horse.  When he and Justin dismounted, they hitched the horses, and unsaddled them.


“We’ll have our lunch here,” Grandpa said.  Justin was surprised when Grandpa took black iron pots, other cooking utensils, and a table from the shed.  Justin helped him remove some iron rods that Grandpa carefully placed over a shallow pit.  These would hold the pots.  Now Justin understood why Grandpa had brought uncooked food.  They were going to cook outside.


First they collected twigs and cow dung.  Grandpa called it cow chips.  “These,” Grandpa said, holding up a dried brown pad, “make the best fuel.  Gather them up.”


There were plenty of chips left from the cattle that had fed there in winter.  Soon they had a hot fire.


Justin watched as Grandpa carefully washed his hands and then began to cook their lunch.

“When I was a boy about your age, I used to go with my father on short runs with cattle.  We’d bring them down from the high country onto the plains.”


“Did you stay out all night?”


“Sometimes.  And that was the time I liked most.  The cook often made for supper what I am going to make for lunch.”


Grandpa put raisins into a pot with a little water and placed them over the fire.  Justin was surprised when Grandpa put flour in a separate pan.  He used his fist to make a hole right in the middle of the flour.  In that hole he placed some shortening.  Then he added water.  With his long delicate fingers he mixed the flour, water, and shortening until he had a nice round mound of dough. 


Soon smooth circles of biscuits sat in an iron skillet with a lid on top.  Grandpa put the skillet on the fire with some of the red-hot chips scattered over the lid.


Justin was amazed.  How could only those ingredients make good bread?  But he said nothing as Grandpa put the chunks of smoked pork in a skillet and started them cooking.  Soon the smell was so delicious.  Justin could hardly wait.

(From A Visit With Grandpa, Mildred Pitts Walter, Scott Foresman, p. 32 - 33)

Core Content:

Use word recognition strategies (e.g., phonetic principles, context clues, structural analysis) to determine pronunciations and meanings of words in passages.

Use knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, and compound words for comprehension.

Describe characters, plot, setting, and problem/solution of a passage.

Explain the main idea of a passage taken from texts.

MULTIPLE CHOICE
1. This excerpt is mostly about:

0
cowboys’ lives

0
family relationships

0
learning from others

0
cooking outside

2. The meaning for shortening in the context of the passage is:

0
making smaller
0
making shorter

0
cooking fat

0
cookie dough

3. From the passage “Justin watched as Grandpa carefully washed his hands and then began to cook their lunch…,” we can infer that:

0
Grandpa brought a container of water with him

0
Grandpa took water from the stream nearby

0
There was a water supply in the well-built shed 
0
None of the above

4.  We can also conclude from the passage in #3 that Justin:

0
Enjoyed being outdoors

0
Enjoyed lunch very much

0
Preferred a packed lunch

0
Learned a lesson that day
OPEN RESPONSE

This passage tells us a lot about Grandfather’s character.  Using details from the passage to support your answer, 
a. Describe two character traits of Justin’s grandfather.

· He was organized – he kept his cooking utensils in a small, well-built shed that he kept locked

· He was caring – he made a delicious lunch for Justin and himself

· He was skillful – he cooked lunch from fresh foods

· He was careful – he carefully washed his hands before cooking lunch

b. Explain how he was a positive role model for Justin.

· He could take care of Justin
· He was knowledgeable about any things like

· how to build a fire

· cooking outdoors

· taking care of cattle
SCORING GUIDE

	4
	Student gives correct answers for parts A and B.  All explanations are clear and complete.  There is evidence of clear understanding of the passage.



	3
	Student gives correct answers for parts A  and B.  Explanations are correct, but possibly vague.  There is less evidence of clear understanding.

	2
	Student answers 1  (A or B) part of the question completely correct.   There is some evidence of understanding.

	1
	Student gives only parts of correct answers.  There is little evidence of understanding.

	0
	Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant (does not add any new information to the question)

	    B
	No response
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REASONS TO WRITE-
Narrating for a Purpose
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SITUATION:

Grandparents and other important adults in our lives often teach us new skills for which we are very thankful.  However, in today’s busy world, we don’t take the time to write a thank you letter to those adults who have helped us learn something new, even though we know they would really appreciate receiving our written thanks.
WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to a grandparent or other adult telling about a time when that person taught you something new.  Explain that you have just read A Visit With Grandpa and that, like Justin in the story, you are thankful for this person helping you learn new skills.
OR

SITUATION:

Learning can happen in the strangest places!  Your school newspaper is going to run a series of articles about the kinds of learning that goes on outside the classroom and how it happens.
WRITING TASK:

Think about a time when you learned a lesson outside the classroom and write an article for your newspaper explaining what you learned and how it happened.
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Some questions to ask yourself to help you revise a letter…

	PURPOSE/AUDIENCE
	· Have you thought about whom the reader is and what that person would like to know?

· Have you narrowed your topic?

· Have you stayed focused on the reason for writing?

· Have you looked at models of letters to guide you in your writing?

· Are your voice and/or tone appropriate for the reader, your purpose, and the letter you are writing?

	IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT
	· Does your letter have a main idea?

· Have you supported that idea in a variety of ways?

· Have you used idea development strategies appropriate for the letter you are writing?

· Have you anticipated and taken care of readers’ needs/questions?

	ORGANIZATION
	· Have you organized the letter so the reader can make sense of it?

· Did you give the reader some “reststops” (paragraphs)?

· What organizational strategies have you used to help the reader move through the letter, e.g., do you use transition words and phrases, etc.?

	SENTENCES
	· Do your sentences start in different ways?

· Are some long and some short?

· Are they complete?

	LANGUAGE
	· Are the words interesting?

· Are the verbs lively and the nouns specific?

· Are the words used correctly?

· Have you used language appropriate for the content, purpose, and reader?

	CORRECTNESS
	· Have you spelled the words correctly?

· Have you used capital letters where they are needed?


Questions to ask when you revise an article…
	PURPOSE/AUDIENCE
	· Have you thought about whom the reader is and what that person would like to know?
· Have you engaged your reader with a compelling lead?

· Have you narrowed your topic?
· Does your article have a focus or an angle?

· Have you stayed focused on the reason for writing?

· Have you looked at models of articles to guide you in your writing?
· Does your article look like an article and do you use text features to help your purpose?

· Are your voice and/or tone appropriate for the reader, your purpose, and the article you are writing?

	IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT
	· Does your article have a main idea?

· Have you supported that idea in a variety of ways?

· Have you used idea development strategies appropriate for the article you are writing?
· Have you used accurate details, examples and facts that fit your angle and help develop the sub-headings?

· Have you anticipated and taken care of readers’ needs/questions?

	ORGANIZATION
	· Have you organized the article so the reader can make sense of it?

· What organizational strategies have you used to help the reader move through the article, e.g., sub-headings, bold print, charts, graphs, etc.?
· Have you left your reader with something to think about?

	SENTENCES
	· Do your sentences start in different ways?

· Are some long and some short?

· Are they complete?

	LANGUAGE
	· Are the words interesting?

· Are the verbs lively and the nouns specific?

· Are the words used correctly?

· Have you used language appropriate for the content, purpose, and reader?

	CORRECTNESS/DOCUMENTATION
	· Have you spelled the words correctly?

· Have you used capital letters where they are needed?
· Have you indicated where you found your information?


	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CONTENT

Purpose and Audience; Idea Development and Support

	Lacks purpose 

Lacks awareness of audience

Lacks idea development and details/support


	Attempts to establish a general purpose; lacks focus

Indicates limited awareness of audience’s needs

Provides limited idea development with few details and/or weak support; may attempt to apply some characteristics of the genre
	Attempts to establish and maintain a narrowed purpose; some lapses in focus

Indicates some awareness of audience’s needs; makes some attempt to communicate with an audience 

Provides some idea development and details/support; support may be unelaborated, and/or repetitious; may apply some characteristics of the genre
	Establishes and maintains an authentic focused purpose throughout 

Indicates an awareness of audience’s needs; communicates with audience; conveys voice and/or appropriate tone

Provides depth of idea development and specific, sufficient details/support; applies characteristics of the genre
	Establishes and maintains an authentic and insightful focused purpose throughout 

Indicates a strong awareness of audience’s needs; communicates effectively with audience; sustains distinctive voice and/or appropriate tone

Conveys reflective, analytical or insightful idea development; provides specific, thorough support; skillfully applies characteristics of the genre

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	STRUCTURE

Organization:  unity and coherence; Sentences:  structure and length

	Demonstrates random organization

Lacks transitional elements

Demonstrates incorrect sentence structure
	Demonstrates ineffective or weak organization 

Rarely contains transitional elements

Demonstrates ineffective sentence structure
	Demonstrates logical organization with lapses in coherence

Demonstrates some connections through transitional elements

Demonstrates simple and/or awkward sentence structure
	Demonstrates logical, coherent organization

Demonstrates transitional elements correctly throughout

Demonstrates control and variety in sentence structure
	Demonstrates careful and/or subtle organization that enhances the purpose
Demonstrates varied and subtle transitional elements
Demonstrates control and variety in sentence structure and length to enhance meaning 

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CONVENTIONS

Language:  grammar and usage, word choice; Correctness:  spelling, punctuation, capitalization, abbreviation and documentation

	
	The writing:

Demonstrates lack of control in grammar and usage

Demonstrates incorrect or ineffective word choice

Demonstrates lack of control in correctness


	The writing:

Demonstrates errors in grammar and usage that do not interfere with communication

Demonstrates simplistic and/or imprecise word choice

Demonstrates some errors in correctness that do not interfere with communication
	The writing:

Demonstrates control of grammar and usage relative to length and complexity

Demonstrates acceptable word choice appropriate for audience and purpose
Demonstrates few errors in correctness relative to length and complexity 
	The writing:

Demonstrates control of grammar and usage to enhance meaning

Demonstrates accurate, rich and/or precise word choice appropriate for audience and purpose

Demonstrates control of correctness to enhance communication


Journal Entry:  


“I remember a time I had fun cooking with an adult…”


(or something else that this passage reminded you about)


Before this event, I felt…


During this event, I felt…


After this event, I felt…
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