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REASONS TO WRITE

Writing to Inform

SITUATION:

Our District Office staff is collecting articles from elementary students to publish on Clark County’s website in a special section called “Our Elementary Schools: The Inside Scoop from a Kid’s Perspective” and they would like to hear from you.

WRITING TASK:

Write an article for the Clark County website informing its readers of what it’s like to be an elementary student these days.  Be sure to include details about what subjects you learn and other activities that happen on a regular basis, OR, if appropriate, write about the problem solving techniques you use to solve problems at your school.

Everyday Elementary School Problems:
Solutions that Work!
By 5th graders in Ms. Dicken’s class at Central Elementary School

At some elementary schools there are problems that you can’t solve, but here at Central Elementary we have solved these problems.  Every day school problems such as absences, homework, slow cafeteria line and noise in the halls are all problems children face at school.  Check out the ways that students at Central Elementary have solved their problems
Absences
Lots of schools have problems with absences.  Students can miss school for being sick, vacation or other problems.  At Central Elementary we do lots of learning and we can not afford people missing school.  For example, if you miss school, you are not only wasting valuable tax dollars, you’re also missing valuable knowledge.  We have a couple of solutions to this problem.  One way is if attendance improves our class will get a treat or an award. Another way is to have parents bring any medicine or treatments students need to school.  Also our teachers teach proper hand washing and we disinfect our classrooms so we won’t get sick.  Sometimes we feel bad because we’re tired, but once we get to school we’re more awake and we feel better.  This is how we prevent people from missing school at Central elementary.
Homework
Homework can be a struggle for every student.  But at Central Elementary we have some solutions for this problem.  We have study hall which is where the students work in their spare time, like in the morning during recess or after lunch.  Another good solution is when the teachers  give out treats or rewards to those who turn in their homework on time.  Examples of these are extra recess, a movie on Friday, homework passes, or cookies that our lovely teacher Mrs. Dicken makes.  One last solution to end the struggle is to have every student get a homework buddy so that students can call them for homework help – but we haven’t really done this yet.
Move Faster!

One problem at Central Elementary is a very slow cafeteria line.  We lose valuable lunch time because of this problem.  Some of our solutions we found to be successful are lining up by name in ABC order, or to line up by lunch decisions.  These solutions help the cafeteria workers by knowing who’s next in line which makes the line go faster.  Also when students are on voice level zero facing forward it makes the line go faster.  When we stick to our lunch choice too, the line goes faster and children are able to eat quicker.  This is how students at Central Elementary go through the lunch line faster.

Noise in the Hall

Here at Central Elementary we don’t like noise, such as talking and slamming lockers in the halls.  One solution is to put zero voice level signs in the halls to remind students that talking is not allowed.  So we are making appropriate signs for the halls to remind children the correct voice level.  For example, voice level zero is not talking and voice level three is presenting to the class.  Also, hall monitors and putting noise reducers on the lockers so they are quiet when we shut them are alternative solutions.  At Central Elementary, we think a quiet school is a successful school.

No More Problems

No matter what problems we may have at Central we always have a solution for them.  We have found solutions for absences, noise in the hall, slow cafeteria lines, and homework.  It’s easy to see why people are comfortable here at Central.  We think you should visit us some time.
Life in an Elementary School:

The Inside Scoop

By 5th grade students in Ms. Donaldson’s class at Central Elementary

Life in elementary schools is not a walk in the park.  There are difficult subjects such as math, social studies, reading and science.  And you might think that a subject like Drama is easy, but it is actually harder than you think.  For example, in order to learn the purposes of drama – sharing the human experience, passing on tradition and culture, recreational and artistic expression – we have to write legends.  

Legends or how something came to be, are rather difficult to write.  However, at Central Elementary we try our best to make our drama class less difficult while at the same time challenging and more enjoyable for all to do.  By playing games like “Guess What!” we learn the elements of drama.  Also we make crafts to inspire our legends.  To help the legend “how a pig got its nose” come to life, one of our writers created a model pig with a big snout.  Another example is a model tornado which helped “how the F3 came to be” become realistic.

All Day Learning “Parties”

On holidays we have all day learning parties.  This is a fun day when we all learn about holidays that we celebrate.  On Halloween we had “Dia de Los Muertos” or Day of the Dead party in order to learn about this Spanish holiday.  For example, we learned some Spanish language and made some Spanish pottery and masks while listening to Spanish music.

Another holiday we celebrate here at Central is Colonial Day.  This school year we celebrated it on December 15, 2006.  In order to participate, we have to dress up.  The boys wear a button down shirt, roll up their pants, wear long white socks and black or brown shoes.  Girls wear an apron, a skirt or a dress, and a bonnet.  This year we ate colonial food too!  We ate beef stew and chicken ‘n dumplins.  Of course, we had other food to eat as well and we also played Colonial games like they did in 1600-1720. You may be wondering why we do this.  Well we celebrate Colonial Day because in our school we have students with different religions who do not celebrate Christmas. This event gives everyone time for celebration and some fun, fun, fun, regardless of religion. 

Social Studies

In Social Studies we do projects to help us learn.  You should have been here on October 19, 2006 to see our awesome projects about Native Americans.  We did research on eight different regions:  Basin and Plateau, Eastern Woodlands, Southwest, Plains, Southeast, California, Arctic, Subarctic and the Northwest Coast.  There were many different kinds of projects.  Some that people made were:


Teepees


Wigwams


Arrow heads


Bow and arrows


Digging stick to get roots

Every day we learn something new in Social Studies, whether it is about explorers, Native Americans, or slaves.  But, unfortunately, you have missed the opportunity to see some awesome projects by Central’s 5th grade.

We also make arts and crafts for a fun way to learn. We have done weaving for Native Americans and other cultures.  We have made masks to compare and contrast Native Americans and West African culture.  They use the mask to show all kinds of things.  We learned about collages and Kwanzaa candles at the same time.  We also learned how and when they light them, and for how many nights.  We also did pottery for Mexican culture. 

History Alive

Here is one of the interesting things we did in class.  We went scuba diving in the back of the classroom to look up facts about Europeans such as cash crops, money, flags and maps.  We had to put on goggles and pretend we were jumping into the deep blue sea. Then we came back to our desks to learn more about the historical facts we discovered.  

Not All Fun and Games

However, we want you to know it’s not all fun and games because we take tests too and tests are definitely not a walk in the park!
Central Elementary is a great school so the teachers and students would like to invite you to stop by and visit some time.

Life in Central Elementary School:
The Inside Scoop

By 5th grade students in Mrs. Tipton’s class 

Every school has its share of problems and our school is no exception, but we have simple solutions to help solve those problems.
Staying Organized
Have you ever found yourself unorganized?  This happens at our school, but we have solutions in place to help students stay organized.  First, we write in our agenda book so that it is easy to read.  To help keep up with our home work, we highlight assignments in our agenda book.  We check off class work so we know what we have to do each night.  Then we use a different folder for each class, and make sure to label our folders.  Our teacher Mrs. Tipton has incentives for being organized like naming Top Tigers and keeping track of who has all their homework for rewards.  We keep a copy of our daily schedule so you know when we’re changing classes and organize our materials.

Taking Care of Materials

Central has a problem taking care of materials.  Here are some solutions we have for this problem.  Our library has a book hospital.  It is used to put mistreated, torn, and ripped books inside.  We have jobs to keep our classroom materials tidy.  Cleaning a classroom isn’t a problem.  Our class pitches in to lend a hand when our room is messy.  Of course, we have janitors that clean our school when everybody goes home.  These solutions help us take care of our materials.

Breaking Rules
There some kids in our school that have problems with breaking our rules.  However, we’ve got some simple solutions to this problem.

A solution to this problem is the ticket pull chart.  This is for children who misbehave. The first ticket a trouble maker pulls means losing 5 minutes of recess.  The treat jar is for kids who don’t break the rules that day.  When we don’t break any we receive one piece of candy.

The silent table is for the kids who break the rules in the cafeteria.  They are not allowed to talk.  Treasure chest is another motivation to be good.  Every Friday our teacher draws sticks and we get a prize if we don’t pull a ticket during the week.

Cafeteria Behavior

Our cafeteria sometimes becomes loud.  But here are simple solutions for our problems.  In addition to the silent table, the stop light keeps voice level down at a one or two voice level.  The stop light in the cafeteria is voice activated, so that if we become too loud, it will turn red and start beeping.  After our class eats, we’re required to wash off our tables.  Free ice cream and Tiger Tally incentives are what students look forward to being awarded at the end of the week  
Come to Visit Us!

Although our school has problems like everyone else, we have created some unique solutions.  We hope you will come to visit us one day to see for yourself that Central Elementary is a great school.

Life in an Elementary School:  

The Inside Scoop from a Kid’s Perspective

By 5th grade kids at Pilot View

Going to elementary school is harder than you think, but kids at Pilot View Elementary know how to make life easier.
Misbehaving
Misbehaving can be a problem such as running up and down halls, back talking, forgetting assignments, not doing work keeping your hands and feet to yourselves, and getting into fights.  Ways to solve these problems are:
· Following hall rules

· Being respectful at all times

· Writing down homework

· Treating others the way you want to be treated

· Ignoring the person who is looking for a fight
These are the ways kids at Pilot View solve problems with misbehavior.

Taking on School Responsibilities
School responsibilities can be hard at times.  For example, in fifth grade students raise the flag, care for the class pet, set up the music room, write the lunch menu, pass out the end-of-the-day bus clipboards, and are school leaders.  All students have the responsibility to follow school rules, turn in homework and be on time.

It takes teamwork to carry out these extra school responsibilities and kids at Pilot View like to work in teams.  It also takes determination and kids at Pilot view have learned that it helps to write notes to themselves to remind them when they have a special job to do.
Being a New Student
New students may have problems when they start any new school such as knowing where to go, class schedules, adjusting to new teachers’ rules, and getting used to new textbooks.  But at Pilot View when a new student arrives, he or she will be given a New Student Handbook which includes maps, schedules, names of teachers, and school rules.  Also, a buddy system is a good solution to getting around at Pilot View Elementary.

Making new friends can be hard at any school but here at Pilot View kids will welcome new students and be their friends.  They will show them around their school to places like the cafeteria and library.  They will include them in their teams and if they have trouble learning the rules, they will help them remember.
Making Life Easier

So although going to school maybe harder than you think, kids at Pilot View know how to make it easier.  Pilot View Elementary is a great school so the kids and teachers would like you to stop by at any time to take a tour of their great school and see for yourselves that there’s a lot of learning going on!

Life in an Elementary School:  

The Inside Scoop from a Kid’s Perspective

By 5th grade kids at Shearer

Going to elementary school is harder than you think, but kids at Shearer Elementary are learning lots of problem solving techniques so they are prepared.

Test Taking

Taking tests can make you nervous when you know you are going to have hard questions.  But at Shearer Elementary, we know how to solve that problem.  If you know when the tests are coming up, you can plan your time so that you can find enough time to study and make sure you get enough sleep the night before.  Also, a good tip for taking tests is to take deep breaths as the test is being passed out by the teacher.  Another tip is to think positive.

Bullying

Bullies can be a problem at any school.  Bullies always try to boss other people around.  Bullies might also hit people or hurt their feelings by hurtful names.  They also take things like lunch or maybe money.  A solution to the bullying problem that we’ve learned at Shearer Elementary is to avoid the bullies and tell an adult.  Another solution is to stay in large groups so that if a bully comes, one person can go and tell an adult without the bully even knowing.
Being Disorganized

Disorganization can also be a problem at school, but that is not a problem at Shearer Elementary.  Our solution is to get file folders and some labels to keep your papers separated and organized.  Another solution is to write down the things that you need in your planner and make sure that you have your planner with you at all times.

Misbehaving

Bad behavior can be a problem too, such as cutting in line, forgetting your work on purpose, blaming others, talking back to the teacher, being rude, bad language, gossiping and cheating off papers.  But at Shearer kids know how to solve their problems.  The good kids usually stay away from bad influences and some kids even try to help other kids become good and when the bad kids become good, they really pay attention and rarely get into trouble again.

Problems Resolved!

So you can see that going to school maybe harder than you think, but kids at Shearer know how to resolve these problems.  Shearer Elementary is a great school so the kids and teachers would like you to stop by at any time to take a tour and see for yourselves that there’s a lot of learning going on!
Life in an Elementary School:

The Inside Scoop from Hannah McClure Elementary

By 5th grade students 

Elementary schools these days expect a lot from their students but our teachers have found ways to help us learn that are enjoyable.  We think you will be pleasantly surprised by all the learning that is happening outside our regular classrooms.

Going on Field Trips

In our school we go on field trips to help us learn about different subjects.  For example, this year we went on a walking tour of Winchester. we saw several presentations at Leeds Theater and the Lexington Opera House.  


To help us learn culture, history and government we went on the walking tour and visited a museum, a court room, a jail, and a courthouse.  In the museum there was doctor equipment, a desk and pictures from the 1700s and 1800s.  In the courtroom we were interested to see how the room was arranged.  It had a seat and desk for the judge and an area for the jury to sit.  


We went to Leeds Theater to see The Nutcracker ballet and African Culture dances to help us learn Arts and Humanities.  Other programs we saw are mime and puppetry during which we were taught how to mime.  Once we got back we had to summarize what we learned as a writing to learn activity.


At the Lexington Opera house we saw an act that included many different dances, including ballet, tap, jazz, or modern.  We learned in ballet the performers have slow gliding, gentle movements; in tap dancing the performers wear a shoe where there is a metal plate at the heel and toe so that they make sounds by tapping the shoes on the floor or a hard surface, and modern dances usually have one body part moving at a time.

Exploring Fish and Wildlife


Once every month Officer Rogers, who is very funny and entertaining, comes to teach us about Fish and Wildlife in Kentucky.  Fish and Wildlife class can offer important information like gun safety, animal information, and plant life.

Gun Safety

We learned that hunters must wear an orange vest so they don’t get shot. It is also important to keep the safety on to prevent accidents.  Hunters must remember to keep their gun off the ground, because mud could get in the barrel.  The mud will block the barrel and when the hunter shoots the gun will explode! It will do the same thing if they put in the wrong bullets.


We also learned how to hold a gun. If the gun is not held the right way, there might be an accident.   It has to be held up in the air so that way if it goes off it won’t shoot anybody.  A gun should never be played with because it might go off.  It should also be kept away from children because they might hurt themselves.

Plants


We learned if we see unknown plants they should be left alone because they could be poisonous and that children need to make sure an adult is with them in the wild just in case something bad happens.


We also learned about mimicry. Even though some mushrooms are edible, mushrooms can look like the edible ones but they really are poisonous.  Consequently, we should never eat mushrooms in the forest or wilderness.  We should also watch out for poison berries because can cause sickness or even death if they are eaten, just like the mushrooms.

Animals


We learned where animals live, which animals to stay away from, how animals eat things we’re not supposed to eat and how to act around certain animals such as bears.  For example, squirrels eat acorns that we can’t eat and animals drink water from places we can’t, like rivers and streams.

D.A.R.E.


Here at Hannah McClure, we are always looking forward to Friday afternoons!  Why you might ask.  The reason is we have an awesome program called D.A.R.E., which stands for Drug Abuse Resistance Education.  The person that makes this class so interesting is Officer Aldridge.  He keeps our city safe because he is a member of the local police station.  He teaches us what kind of drugs to stay away from and what they do to our bodies and the cells within it.

Learning To Become Responsible


In our school we have special jobs to help us become responsible.  For example, we do safety patrol, the pledge, and classroom jobs.


When we do the safety patrol, we must come to school early and open car doors for kids.  We also hold open the front door of the school.  We must wear bright orange vests so the cars will see us.  In the safety patrol, we have to face a lot of difficulties.  For example, we have to complete our job in cold or hot weather and we have to be careful not to get in front of the cars and buses.


It is the 5th graders’ job to say the pledge and student promise in the morning.  Then, we lead the school in a moment of silence to pray for our country.  We get to stand on stage and use a microphone.  This teaches us how to speak in front of an audience without being scared.  

In class, we do classroom jobs to help out the teachers and become responsible.  For example, students do the lunch count, class helper, and the lunch tables. The student who does the lunch count must record the class’s lunch choice and take it up to the cafeteria every morning. The class helper is responsible for helping the teacher pass out papers and taking important information to the office. Finally, two people are chosen each week to do the lunch tables. They wipe off the tables after we are done eating lunch.   


These jobs are not always easy and they can be very hard sometimes, but they can be a learning experience for us and they help us learn responsibility.

Learning About Art
     
At Hannah McClure Elementary the arts are very important.  Visual art is in our different subject areas.  We learn about dance in P.E. Class, and we have separate drama and music classes each week.

Visual Art

     
In our fifth grade, we have used many different processes and mediums.  For example, we made papier mache angels during Christmas while learning about our American culture in social studies.  During our study of the Colonial Period, each student was able to weave on a real loom and sew samplers like the Early American children.  We’re glad we don’t have to learn our letters and numbers by sewing!  Three-dimensional “block people” were made from blocks of painted wood after attending a dance performance.  In science class, collage posters were created with painted and textured papers to illustrate biomes in our world.

Art Critiques

     To show that we know and understand art, we must write about it.  When something is made, or we see a dramatic performance, we then have to critique it.  When you critique something, you tell whether you like or dislike the art.  You describe, analyze, and judge the art when you critique it.
Graduation

At Hannah McClure the fifth grade has a graduation.  At our graduation we sing songs that our teachers pick out for us.  These songs are slow, sad songs that sometimes talk about Hannah McClure’s fifth grade growing up.  We also have snacks and beverages at our graduation.  We all know it is important because our parents take off work to come and we stop what we are doing to go to the gym.


We can earn a lot of certificates in different subjects such as math, science, and social studies as long as you get good grades like A’s and B’s.  There is also the Mrs. Hannah McClure award, which goes to the best student leader in the class.  


The fifth grade students have a wonderful time during their last year at Hannah McClure Elementary school.

Conclusion


These are just a few of the activities and responsibilities that the fifth grade gets to enjoy at Hannah McClure Elementary.  Stop by and see all the fun things we have at our school!    
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