Editing Practice Science Text – 5th grade
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	Ynes Enriquetta Julietta Mexia, Botanical Explorer

Ynes Mexia spent the last 13 years of her life, from 1925 to 1938, collecting plant specimens outside the United States.  She was the daughter of an agent for the Mexican government, so she knows other languages and understands other cultures.  This helped her when she traveled.  She visited many places, including Mexico, Alaska, Brazil, Ecuador, Argentine, Bolivia, and Peru.  During her trips she discovered almost 50 new plant species.

While living in San Francisco, Ms. Mexia traveled with the local Sierra Club.  She took classes in natural science at the University of California and became interested in botany.  She took a class on flowering plants and it changed her life.

The botany class led to her first collecting trip, with botanist Roxanna S. Ferris.  The trip was cut short when Ms. Mexia fell from a cliff.  Ms. Ferris did not see her fall.  She broke several ribs and injured her hand.  But before her fall, she had already collected 500 species of plants.  One new species was named in Ms. Mexia’s honor.

(1) Because of the humid climates, it was difficult to dry and preserve plant samples.  Nearly all Ms. Mexia’s trips were to tropical countries.  (2) Alice Eastwood, a noted botanist, taught Ms. Mexia how to collect and preserve plants.  (3) Later, Ms. Mexia was proud to tell Eastwood that she had been able to preserve every specimen she collected!

Ms. Mexia’s samples went to important museums, such as the Field Museum in Chicago and the Gray Herbarium at Harvard University.  During 13 years she collected 137,600 plant specimens.

                                                                   Adapted from Harcourt Science, A56



Sample Multiple-Choice Questions – Editing

1.  Choose the correct sentence to make the verb tense consistent for this sentence in lines 3-4
She was the daughter of an agent for the Mexican government, so she knows other languages and understands other cultures.  
A.
She is the daughter of an agent for the Mexican government, so she knew other languages and understood other cultures.  
B.
She was the daughter of an agent for the Mexican government, so she knows other languages and understood other cultures.  
C.  
She was the daughter of an agent for the Mexican government, so she knew other languages and understood other cultures.   
D.  
No change is needed. 
2.  Choose the correct punctuation for this sentence in line 10
She took a class on flowering plants and it changed her life.
A.  
She took a class on flowering plants, and it changed her life.
B.  
She took a class on flowering plants; and it changed her life.
C.  
She took a class on flowering plants.  And it changed her life.
D.  
No change is needed.
3.  Choose the sentence that does not fit in the paragraph that starts on line 11
A.  
The trip was cut short when Ms. Mexia fell from a cliff.
B.  
Ms. Ferris did not see her fall.
C.  
She broke several ribs and injured her hand.
D.  
One new species was named in Ms. Mexia’s honor.
4.  Choose the correct position for the underlined sentence in the paragraph that starts on line 15
A.
Before sentence 1

B.
After sentence 1
C.
After sentence 3
D.
No change is needed
Answer key:
1.  
C
2.
A
3.
B
4.
A
