Editing Practice Science Text – 5th grade
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	Scientists have classified about a million kinds of plants and animals.  But as different as those plants and animals seems to be, all of them are made of cells.


The simplest organisms, such as bacteria, are each a single cell.  Most plants and animals, however, are made up of many cells.  Cells can be numerous, and they are very interesting to study.  Humans, for example, are made up of trillions of cells.  An organism with many cells usually has many different kinds of cells.  Each kind of cell has a particular function.


The size and shape of a cell depend on its function.  Red blood cells, for example, are small and disc-shaped.  They can easily fit through the smallest blood vessels.  Muscle cells are long and thin.  When they contract or shorten they produce movement.  Nerve cells, which carry signals from the brain to the muscles, are very long.


Plants also have different kinds of cells.  Some plant cells take in water from the soil.  Others protect the plant.  And still others make food.


Cells work together to perform basic life processes that keep an organism alive.  These processes include releasing energy from food, getting rid of body wastes, and making new cells for growth and repair.  In addition to performing a particular function for the organism, each individual cell can perform all the basic life processes for themselves.

                                                                           Adapted from Harcourt Science, A7




Sample Multiple-Choice Questions – Editing

1.  Choose the correct way to spell the underlined word in this sentence from line 2.
But as different as those plants and animals seems to be, all of them are made of cells.

A.
seams

B.
seam

C.  
seem

D.  
No change is needed.

2.  Choose the sentence that does NOT belong in the paragraph that begins with line 3.

A.  
Most plants and animals, however, are made up of many cells.  

B.  
Cells can be numerous, and they are very interesting to study.  

C.  
Humans, for example, are made up of trillions of cells.  

D.  
An organism with many cells usually has many different kinds of cells.  

3.  Choose the correct way to punctuate this sentence from lines 10-11
When they contract or shorten they produce movement.

A.  
When, they contract or shorten, they produce movement.

B.  
When they contract or shorten, they produce movement.

C.  
When they contract, or shorten, they produce movement.

D.  
When they contract or shorten they produce movement
4.  Choose the correct word(s) to end this sentence from lines 18-19
In addition to performing a particular function for the organism, each individual cell can perform all the basic life processes for themselves.
A.
…each individual cell can perform all the basic life processes for each other.

B.
…each individual cell can perform all the basic life processes for itself.

C.
…each individual cell can perform all the basic life processes for other cells.

D.
…no change is needed

Answer key:
1.  
C

2.
B

3.
C

4.
B
