









March, 2007

Dear Fourth Grade Writers:

Spring Break is just around the corner and your teachers are starting to think about how much you have learned this year and they hope that you are too.  Since I want to help out in the evaluation of your writing skills, I am writing to let you know what I have observed in your classroom this year.


I remember using this passage from our writing friend Lucy Calkins to show you how your characters can really come alive when you include their actions: 
 “Oh man! I am late to lunch,” I said as I glanced at my watch.  I rushed through the quiet hall, clutching my lunch bag in my right hand.  I wove through the kindergarteners, with my arm stretched like a football player ready to push the wood door open.  My other hand gripped my paper bag lunch.”  

After this short session I was so pleased with how you took Lucy’s sample and applied her lesson to your writing.  Here are some good examples from your writing: 
 “’Do you want to ride one more ride?’ my mom asked looking at her watch.”  “’I think it’s time you got another dog,’ he whispered in my ear.  Wiggling excitedly, I couldn’t wait…”  “’Wake up, wake up!’ I yelled to my mom.  ‘Today’s my test for my yellow belt,’ I said shaking her.”  
I wonder if our friend Lucy would like you to write to her and explain how your writing has been influenced by her examples.  What do you think?


During another time I was in your class I remember watching your faces as Ms. Goodpaster read to you the short story Ghost’s Hour, Spook’s Hour.  Not only did you enjoy the story, but you understood how using onomatopoeia helps the reader to hear the action as well as see it.  After that lesson, it was wonderful to see how you added sound words to your writing.  I also remember when I read to you a personal narrative that I was working on, you suggested that I add some sound words too.  I did and maybe you remember this part in my piece about losing a sales slip:  “Oh no, don’t tell me I have to go through all this soggy mess and squishy stuff that’s spewing over the side of the trash can and sploshing on our lovely clean floor.”  You helped me a lot that day and I thank you.

This incident reminds me of how we all laughed out loud when we read another one of Lucy’s examples about the dead gold fish:  “I picked up Al.  I flicked off the coffee grounds and said ‘Al, my friend.  I’m gonna miss you.’” It sounds to me like we really have a lot of reasons to thank our friend Lucy.  If you want her address, I am sure I can get it for you.

I also remember how excited you were to read other fourth grade writers’ personal narratives from previous years.  I believe you learned a lot from their writing such as ideas for what to write, how to write good leads and how to circle back at the end of your piece to tie into your title.  You also learned how to show why the incident you wrote about was so significant to you.  Do you remember the personal narrative that influenced you the most?  Can you explain what writing techniques this piece helped you learn and apply to your own writing?

From my time in your classroom, it seems to me that the main literacy experiences that have influenced your narrative writing this year are reading, listening and other students’ writing.  Since I have not been in your classroom for your literary and transactive writing lessons, I am not able to evaluate your writing progress in those areas.  However, if you think about the kinds of literacy experiences that I’ve mentioned in this letter, I know you will come to your own conclusions about what has influenced your other writing.  
As you think about your past literary experiences, I am especially interested if and how the novels you have read this year have influenced your writing.  For example, I enjoy the humor in Roald Dahl’s books and one day I hope to be able to include more humor in my writing like he does.  What about you?  Have you been able to apply writing techniques from your favorite author to your own writing?

One last comment, when you have come to your own conclusions about the literacy experiences that have influenced your writing, I suggest you also think about who would want to know that information because this is the person who would be really pleased to hear from you.
Sincerely,

Your writing friend, Mrs. Bernhard

