How to Become a Strategic Speller
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· Invent spellings for words based on how they sound to you
· Proofread to find and correct spelling errors

· Look for words on word walls and other charts

· Predict the spelling of a word by generating possible spellings and choosing the best alternative

· Break words into syllables and spell each syllable

· Apply affixes to root words

· Spell unknown words by analogy to known words

· Find the spelling of unfamiliar words in a dictionary or other resource book

· Write a string of letters as a placeholder in a rough draft to stand for a word you don’t know
· Ask the teacher or a classmate how to spell a word
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