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Guidelines for Individualized Spelling Tests
1. Master List

Teachers prepare a master list of 20-50 words, depending on students’ grade level and the range of spelling levels in the classroom.  Words on the list are drawn from spelling textbooks, words students misspell in their writing, and spelling skills being taught and reviewed.

2. Pretest

On Monday, students take a pretest of the 20-50 words on the master list, and they self-correct their pretests immediately after they take them using red pens.

3. Words to Study

Students choose 5 to 10 words to study from the words they misspelled on the pretest.

4. Study Lists

Students make two study lists, one to take home and one to use at school.

5. Study Strategy

Students use this strategy to study the words each day during the week:

Look at the word and say it to yourself.

Say each letter in the word to yourself.

Close your eyes and spell the word to yourself.

Write the word, and check that you spelled it correctly

Write the word again, and check that you spelled it correctly.

They study their spelling words this way rather than by writing sentences or stories using the words.

6. Practice Test

Students work with a partner to give each other a practice test during the week to check their progress in learning to spell the words.

7. Posttest

On Friday students take a posttest of the words they have practiced.  Teachers collect the test and grade them themselves.

8. Next Week’s Words

Teachers make a list of words that students misspell to include on their master list for the following week.

