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Content Standards 
Academic Expectation 2.1 
Students understand scientific ways of thinking and working and use those methods to 
solve real-life problems 
Program of Studies 
ELA-6-I-1 Students will develop questions to obtain ideas and information for 
authentic tasks (additional supporting Academic Expectation 6.3). 
Program of Studies 
ELA-6-W-1 Students will respond to reading, listening, observing, and inquiry 
through applying writing-to-learn strategies in situations such as graphic 
organizers, notetaking, journals, and logs and writing-to-demonstrate learning 
strategies in situations such as graphic organizers, open-response questions, 
and summaries. 
Program of Studies 
ELA-6-W-4 Students will write literary pieces which draw on an understanding of 
ideas and techniques from a variety of literary genres (additional supporting 
Academic Expectation 5.2). 
Core Content 
WR-M-1.3 Literary Writing 
Literary writing artfully communicates with the reader about the human 
condition. Literary forms in the portfolio include poems, short stories, and 
scripts/plays. 
Characteristics of literary writing may include: literary elements of the selected 
form (e.g., short story—plot, poem—imagery, script--stage directions), 
descriptive language, literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, flashback), 
effective ordering of events, impressions, and descriptions, creation of an effect 
(e.g., comedy, irony, suspense, horror, paradox), focus on engaging an 
audience. 
Core Content 
RD-M-1.0.12 Identify characteristics of short stories, novels, poetry, and plays. 
RD-M-1.0.13 Describe literary elements (e.g., characterization, setting, plot, 
theme, point of view) in a passage. 
RD-M-1.0.14 Analyze the relationship between events in a story and a 
characters behavior. 
RD-M-1.0.15 Explain how a conflict in a passage is resolved. 
RD-M-1.0.16 Identify literary devices such as foreshadowing, imagery, and 
figurative language (e.g., similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole). 
Core Content 
SC-E-1.3.4 Magnets attract and repel each other, and magnets attract certain 
kinds of other materials (e.g., iron).  
 
Note:  This inquiry unit is designed to be adaptable.  If, for example, it is 
customary to teach plot before characterization, the workshop sequence can 
easily be changed. 
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“The inquiry process 
takes advantage of the 
natural human desire to 
make sense of the 
world… 
This attitude of 
curiosity permeates the 
inquiry process and is 
the fuel that allows it to 
continue.” 

National Science 
Foundation
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To hypothesize or not to 
hypothesize? 

“Scientists move back and 
forth among processes to 
refine their knowledge as the 
inquiry unfolds.  Inquiry is 
an artistic endeavor, and 
not the following of a 
recipe.” 
 

Jerry Pine, Caltech Precollege 
Science Initiative
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“Inquiry gives the opportunity for students to work 
on developing their social and process skills, to use 
individual discoveries and observations to build up 
their conceptual understandings, and the knowledge 
that their observations and questions have value.” 
 

National Science Foundation
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Adapted from materials found at http://darkstar.cc/Discovery/Magnetism1of2.JPG 
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Adapted from When Kids Can’t Read:  What Teachers Can Do by Kylene Beers 
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“If the Logans seem real, it is because I had 
my own family upon which to base 
characterizations.” 

Mildred D. Taylor
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Tangerine by Edward Bloor – Sample Observations 
 

Today was the first day of school.  I left the house at seven-thirty to walk to the 
front of the development and catch the bus…  It occurred to me that I’ve never lived in a 
development that was finished.  I have always lived with overflowing construction 
Dumpsters and portable toilets sitting on boards. 
 I turned right at the end of Kensington Gardens Drive and walked parallel to the 
high gray wall.  Something started to bother me almost immediately.  The gray of the 
wall drifted along in the left side of my vision – distracting me, troubling me.  What was 
it?  Something about the wall?  Something about the bus stop?  Something that I needed 
to remember?  My steps slowed down, and I came to a dead stop, frozen there like a 
windup toy that had run out of torque. 
 Then a scene came back to me.  Just like the other morning in Houston.  Entirely 
on its own, a scene came back to me: 
 I remembered another bus stop.  And a shiny yellow school bus. 
 I was standing at the back of a line of kids, waiting to board the bus for one of my 
first days at kindergarten. 
 Mom had driven me to school on the actual first day.  This was the first day when 
I would be accompanied by no one except Erik, my fifth-grade brother.  But Erik did not 
accompany me for long.  He was standing at the front of the school-bus line with his 
fifth-grade friends when one of them turned, made a gesture, and called to me “Hey, 
Eclipse Boy, how many fingers am I holding up?” 
 I didn’t realize at first that the boy was talking to me, and I had no idea what he 
meant.  Erik and his friends laughed about the joke, then the bus doors opened and we all 
filed in.  I can’t put all of the details in order now, but it became clear to me later that, for 
some reason, the big kids on the school bus were calling me Eclipse Boy. 
 The fact is we did have an eclipse that summer, around three weeks before school 
started.  Based on that, Erik was telling his friends this story:  The reason for the Coke-
bottle glasses on my eyes was that I had stared at the sun, unprotected, during that 
eclipse. 
 The story puzzled me then, and it puzzles me now.  I do not remember doing any 
such thing.  And yet when I search through our family photos, I can see that I never wore 
glasses of any kind before that summer.  But right after the eclipse, I was wearing these 
thick lenses that I now call my regular glasses. 
 Puzzled or not, I went right along with the story.  I even told it myself.  It gave me 
a special kindergarten identity.  It made me somebody.  I was the boy who had not 
listened and who was now paying the price.  Look at me if you dare!  I was the living 
proof that you shouldn’t look at an eclipse or you’ll go blind; that you shouldn’t play in 
an abandoned refrigerator or you’ll suffocate; that you shouldn’t go swimming right after 
you eat or you’ll get stomach cramps and drown. 
 So there I sat on that yellow school bus – Erik Fisher’s younger brother, Eclipse 
Boy, visually impaired and totally incapable of following in his brother’s footsteps.  (p. 
33-34). 
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Erik’s 
brother is 
telling the 
story about 
himself 

His 
thoughts 
tell us he’s 
troubled 
about 
something 

By telling 
us what a 
bigger 
kid said 
to him on 
the bus, 
we know 
Erik’s 
brother 
was 
teased   

Erik’s 
brother 
explains 
why he was 
puzzled by 
his 
brother’s 
explanation 
about his 
glasses 

Erik’s 
brother 
explains 
why he 
accepted 
being 
called 
Eclipse 
Boy Erik’s brother makes us want to 

know why he can’t follow in his 
brother’s footsteps 

Erik’s 
brother
sets the 
scene 
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The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman 
Chapter 3, The Runaways 

Jemmy 
tells pranks 
Prince has 
done/we 
find out 
he’s mean Jemmy’s 

thoughts 
give us 
more info 
about 
Prince:  he 
has no 
friends 

Conversation 
between 
Jemmy and 
Prince lets us 
know more 
about their 
relationship 
and who’s in 
charge:  the 
Prince 

Through a thought, 
Jemmy reveals 
some important  
information about 
his own life:  he 
wants to run away 
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“Setting the stage” Climax Conflict/Problem (Internal 
and /or external) 

Complication(s) 

Character(s) Setting (place, time, 
mood/atmosphere) 

Events Point of View 

Theme (meaning of story) 

Resolution 

Literary Critic:  Seeing the Big Picture  
Core Content: identifies literary elements  

Elements of Story: 
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Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit 

Smoky Night by Eve Bunting 

Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George 

From the Mixed up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg 

Sarah Plain and Tall by  Patricia Mac Lachlan 

Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say 

The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco 

The Bracelet by Yoshika Uchida 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

Bridge to Terebithia by Katherine Paterson 

Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo 

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold 

Fever 1798 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
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Strong verbs 
establish mother’s 
impatience 

Author places Matilda in 
the middle of an 
unpleasant situation 

Brief 
description 
of bedroom 
shows family 
is not rich 
even though 
they own a 
coffeehouse 

Weather 
emphasizes  
unpleasant 
situation 

Date gives historical 
context 

Descriptive 
language paints a 
vivid, peaceful 
picture 

The veil of darkness and the 
stillness of Dimwood, suggests 
something unexpected is about 
to happen 
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