Burton, Pam


Poetry Experiences (Lessons) – one per purpose: evoke an image/paint a picture, recreate a feeling, tell a story, capture a moment, and show extraordinary perception of ordinary. 

Introductory Lesson(s) – Immersion into poetry


Ideas:  anthology  (contact Michael Price in Fayette County for more information)  – students complete the “heart” template from Awakening the Heart by Georgia Heard (ISBN 0-325-00093 – published by Heinemann: http://www.heinemann.com)  This anthology consists of poems selected by students.  They select favorite poems, copy them into their anthology, and then reflect on the poems – answering such questions as “Why did you select this poem?”  “What do you like about this poem?” etc.


Other ideas for immersion activity:  from the 2002 Summer Reading Workshops:  copy favorite poems on colored paper.  Have them lying on the center of the tables; students will look through the selection and then select favorite poems from the stack.  Follow through with the reflection activity or perhaps a performance activity – you might place multiple copies of the poems around the room, and students who select the same poem could work together to “perform the poem.”


Another idea:  Have students select favorite lines from the poems they choose as favorites.  Students could then perform a spontaneous choral reading.  The teacher or a student could serve as the refrain, reading his/her selected lines every time there is a pause between readers.  (There are numerous variations on this idea.)

The Lessons Themselves:

Each lesson is arranged in the same manner:

Mini Immersion – Steeping


Where students read poems – Any of the above ideas could be adapted for the mini immersion or the teacher may want to even select poems to guide the immersion

Analysis/Inquiry – Looking & Questioning


This resembles the reflection described above.  Have students examine the poem to identify the characteristics they like in the poem – 


This can be done orally, small group, think – pair-share, using a handout, etc.

Focused Instruction – Crafting


This is the instructional part of the lesson.  Each “craft” is first defined and then modeled.  Select from the following menu, the skills you want to teach:



repetition



figurative language




similes




metaphors




personification




onomatopoeia




hyperbole



white space




line breaks




stanza breaks



alliteration




assonance




consonance



title 



word choice




vivid verbs




precise nouns


Once you select the “crafts” to be taught, select from the following menu, activities to practice the craft:



analyze – use highlighters to annotate poems




(whole group – chart paper, transparencies, etc.)




(small group – then individually)



adding elements – give students parts of a poem and have them add the craft



cubing – create a cube; on each side of the cube, write a skill to be practiced, students roll the cube and have to produce an example for the skill shown on the top of the cube.



role cards – where students have to read the poems, varying mood/voice (angry, sad, happy, etc.)



create a choral reading – see above activity; however, this time, students read the part of the poem aloud that contains the designated craft, i. e., students may be working on similes.  Each student identifies similes in his/her poem.  The poem is introduced by saying the name of the craft, e.g., “Similes in Poetry” and then each student reads his/her similes.



listen to music (The Grand Canyon Suite is one that lends itself easily to evoking an image/painting a picture).  Students may be instructed to think of metaphors, examples of personification, etc, that the music evokes and then write them down.



Six – room poems – described in Awakening the Heart by Georgia Heard.

Drafting – Students create their own poems.  Some ideas for poems to imitate:



observational poems (described in Awakening the Heart)



abstract/concrete poems ( cf. Awakening the Heart)




Students take an abstract concept such as “Pain” and 




create their own poem by developing concrete




images of pain



six-room poems – based on imagery



then/now poems – show how perception changes over time



Students may imitate any poem they have read and/or studied.

Conferencing – Sharing

Students will share their poems with peers.  Students are to locate examples within their own work where they used the “craft” that was the focus of the day’s instruction, such as imagery, similes, etc.

Reflecting – Have students reflect on this learning experience. 


