	Literary Elements: The major elements or parts of a story
These are the main parts that are included in most stories.



	Literary Devices: A literary technique that produces a specific effect  

These are writing tools that authors use to paint a picture in your mind.
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	Characters: Any human, animal, or object that is part of the action of a story  
A character trait is a quality that makes a character unique.
	Foreshadowing: A clue the author gives about what is going to happen in the story
EX: The children where playing outside when the clouds rolled in and darkened the sky. 

	Setting:  The time and place of a story  
A setting may be directly or indirectly stated.
	Imagery:  Words or phrases that help you form mental images as you read
EX: The bright yellow sun beamed down on my shoulders, wrapping me like a blanket. 

	Plot:  What happens throughout a story; The main events from the beginning, middle, and end of a story  
	Simile: A figure of speech in which two unlike things are compared using the words “Like” or “As”.
EX:  The girl turned as limp as a dish rag when she heard the bad news.  

	Theme: The broad idea presented in a story or even a message or lesson which is learned from a story  
	Metaphor:  A figure of speech in which two unlike things are compared WITHOUT the words “Like” or “As”.
EX:  The contestant’s knees were jiggling jelly.

	Conflict (also called problem): The problem in a story that needs to be solved
Resolution (also called solution):  How the conflict in a story is solved
	Personification:  When an author gives human characteristics to non-human things
EX:  The car groaned as it climbed up the hill. 

	Point of View: The perspective from which a story is told  

*First person is told by a narrator who is part of the story using the words I and me.  

*Second person addresses the reader directly using the word you.  

*Third person is told by a narrator who is not one of the characters using the pronouns he, she, and they.
	Hyperbole:  An exaggeration used for a given effect.  It helps the reader to understand the extent of an emotion, attitude or feeling.
EX:  I’m so hungry, I could eat a horse.  
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