Describe and Explain:  What’s The Difference?


Imagine this scenario:
You see a car crash.  How would you explain it?  How would you describe it?
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SO YOU PUSH THE GEAR STICK DOWN TO GET REVERSE!
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“This car was parked in front of a lamp post in a parking lot.  Instead of reversing to get out of its parked position, the vehicle drove forward and hit a lamp post.  The lamp post was bent by the impact and the front of the car was badly damaged.”

“I heard a loud bang and then saw a car wrapped around a lamp post that looked like it was going to topple over because it was bent so badly.  The male passenger in the car seemed really mad because his face was red and smoke was coming out of his ears.  You could tell the lady driver was really upset by the worried expression on her face.”
EXPLAIN:

give facts and elaborate with relevant details
DESCRIBE:

use sensory details to help reader understand
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	See
	Hear
	Smell
	Feel/Touch
	Taste


	You see an amazing punt.  How would you explain it?  How would you describe it?
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APPLICATION TO STUDENT WORK

5th grade released test item:

In this passage about quicksand, the author uses a variety of phrases and sentences to describe quicksand.

a.  Identify TWO examples of phrases or sentences the author uses to describe quicksand.  (Right There)
b. Explain how EACH example helps the reader understand what quicksand is like.  (Author & Me)  Use details from the passage to support your answer.
_____________________________
Two examples of phrases or sentences the author uses to describe quicksand in this passage are as follows: (choice of two)
“holes and puddles of sandy mud that was thick, like pea soup “


“sucking mud covered by river water”  

“when not covered by water, a hole usually had a thick layer of sun-dried mud on it, like the skin over a drum”  

“below the surface the mud was quivery, like jelly”

Each of the examples helps the reader understand what quicksand is like in the following ways: (choice of two explanations)
The author uses sensory details such as “thick like pea soup” and “covered by sun-dried mud” to help the reader see what quicksand looks like.  
He compares it to “sucking mud” to help the reader hear the sound quicksand makes.  
He also explains it is “quivery, like jelly” to help the reader see and feel how quicksand moves.
4th grade released test item:
According to the article, a fever causes changes in a person’s body.

a.  Describe THREE ways that a fever changes a person’s body. (Right There)

b. Using examples from the article, explain THREE ways that a fever can be treated. (Right There)
____________________________
A fever changes a person’s body in the following three ways:  (choice of 3)

You feel hot  [image: image10.wmf]

A chill races through your body, causing an instant shiver [image: image11.wmf]

Your cheeks are flushed a rosy pink  [image: image12.wmf]

You feel weak and sleepy  [image: image13.wmf]

You want only a sip of water for your dry, scratchy throat[image: image14.wmf]
A fever can be treated in the following three ways:  (relevant details that help explain how a fever can be treated; choice of 3)

Drink cool liquids, such as juices and water, to help your body cool down
Wear light-weight clothing to allow air to cool the body
Rest the body to conserve energy; stay home to help prevent spread of germs
Take a cool bath to refresh you
Take Acetaminophen to reduce a fever; do not take aspirin if you are under 19
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