Core content:  distinguish between fact and opinion; identify author’s purpose; draw conclusions; reflect on and evaluate what is read


	DOES TV AFFECT YOUR PSYCHE?

By Jay Kist

NO BAD HAIR DAYS ON TV


A pitfall in using television as a role model is the gap between real life and what is seen on screen.  Most people, including teens, are not as beautiful, handsome, or witty as television actors and actresses who have the benefit of writers, directors, hairstylists, makeup artists, and cinematographers to help them look and sound their best.  Most people can’t solve their problems neatly in half-hour segments of life.  But if that’s what you are led to believe is normal, your own real life, and the people in it, are going to give you fits.


Finally, what about your real life?  You know, the one that goes on hold while you watch the fake ones taking place on screen.  Even if watching TV doesn’t encourage some risky behaviors, it surely can suppress some good ones:  talking, exercising, playing games, eating together, going places – doing real things, with real people. 

Joan Wilking, who wrote BREAKING THE TV HABIT, says that young people “must learn to live their own lives before they learn TV lives.”


It’s more interesting…plus there are no commercials!
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MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.  Which statement below is a fact:
0   Actors and actresses have the benefit of experts to help them look good

0   Most people, including teens, are not as beautiful, handsome, or witty as television actors and actresses

0  Young people “must learn to live their own lives before they learn TV lives.”

0  All of the above

2.  The purpose of this article is to:

0 explain the benefits of watching TV


0 question the benefits of watching TV


0 promote watching more TV


0 none of the above

3.  This author of this article suggests that “doing real things, with real people” is:

0 better than watching TV

0 as good as watching TV

0 not as good as watching TV

0 all of the above

4.  The statement that young people “must learn to live their own lives before their learn TV lives” suggests that:

0 TV shows provide guidance to young people


0 TV shows do not represent life realistically


0 TV shows provide good entertainment


0 all of the above

OPEN RESPONSE

From the subtitle of this article NO BAD HAIR DAYS ON TV, the author suggests that TV does not give a true picture of life.  
a.  What evidence does he give to support his argument?

TV actors and actresses are “made up” to look perfect
Half hour TV shows don’t show a complete picture of life

b.  Do you agree with the author’s argument?  Explain your answer.

SCORING GUIDE

	4
	Student gives correct answers for parts A and B.  All explanations are clear and complete.  There is evidence of clear understanding of the passage.



	3
	Student gives correct answers for parts A  and B.  Explanations are correct, but possibly vague.  There is less evidence of clear understanding.

	2
	Student answers 1  (A or B) part of the question completely correct.   There is some evidence of understanding.

	1
	Student gives only parts of correct answers.  There is little evidence of understanding.

	0
	Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant (does not add any new information to the question)

	    B
	No response


REASONS TO WRITE  

To Persuade
SITUATION:
Everyone has an opinion about watching TV!  Your school newspaper is going to run a series of articles about students’ TV habits and their opinions about the pros and cons of television.  The newspaper staff would like to hear from you.
WRITING TASK:

Write an article for your school newspaper about your TV habits.  Be sure to weigh up the pros and cons of watching TV and convince your reader about what TV means to you.
OR

SITUATION:

Most surveys indicate that parents and other adults are not in favor of young people watching too much TV.  On the other hand, most young people see many benefits from TV.  Your local newspaper staff is going to run a series of articles entitled “The Benefits of Television” and would like to hear from you.
WRITING TASK:

Think about the types of shows you watch and how they benefit you.  Write a letter to the editor of the newspaper explaining those benefits that you have personally experienced.  Be sure to make your letter convincing.
The Kentucky Writing Scoring Criteria is used to score on-demand responses. If students regularly ask these questions of themselves as they respond to on-demand prompts, they will internalize the language of the scoring guide and in so doing have a “conference with themselves” as they work on their written response.

	PURPOSE/AUDIENCE
	· Have you thought about who the reader is, what responsibility that person has, and what that person or group would like or need to know?

· Have you narrowed the topic?

· Have you stayed focused on the reason for writing?

· Have you looked at models of the form you are writing?

· Is your voice and/or tone appropriate for the reader, your purpose, and the form you have chosen for your writing?

	IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT
	· Does your writing have a main idea?

· Have you supported that idea in a variety of ways?

· Have you used idea development strategies appropriate for the form you are writing?

· Have you anticipated and taken care of readers’ needs/questions?

	ORGANIZATION
	· Have you organized the writing so the reader can make sense of the piece?

· Does your organizational plan match the form you have chosen?

· Did you give the reader some “reststops” (paragraphs)?

· What organizational strategies have you used to help the reader move through the piece?

	SENTENCES
	· Do your sentences start in different ways?

· Are some long and some short?

· Are they complete?

	LANGUAGE
	· Are the words interesting?

· Are the verbs lively and the nouns specific?

· Are the words used correctly?

· Have you used language appropriate for the content, purpose, and reader?

	CORRECTNESS
	· Have you spelled the words correctly?

· Have you used capital letters where they are needed?


Journal entry:


In my opinion, there are many benefits to watching TV…


Or something else this reading made you think about…





Journal entry:


In my opinion, there are many disadvantages to watching TV…


Or something else this reading made you think about…





Journal entry:


In my opinion, there are both advantages and disadvantages to watching TV.  Here’s what I mean…








