Whitaker  (11-1-05)

Preparing Prompts for On-demand Writing in the Classroom

A Checklist of Key Features of Prompts

1. The prompt engages students in transactive writing for a meaningful, realistic purpose that is relevant to their learning and their lives.  The reason for writing is authentic.

2, The prompt has three parts, usually indicated in separate paragraphs with headings:  

· 
Background/Situation  (This part provides a realistic context for writing, one likely to be meaningful to students. In some cases, a text, visual, graph, chart, diagram, etc., may be included in the prompt.)

· 
Directions/Writing Task   

· 
Scoring Criteria  (The criteria are those identified in the Kentucky Scoring Guide, the same criteria applied to Writing Portfolios.)

3.  Directions ask students to write for one of these purposes:

· 
Narrate an incident:  The narrative is used to support the student’s idea, conclusion, viewpoint, etc.

· 
Inform:  The writer provides information and ideas to help readers understand something or accomplish a task.

· 
Persuade:  The writer seeks to convince readers to take action or to accept the writer’s idea about a topic.

Note:  At the HS level, prompts may include a text, and the writing task may require the students to analyze materials read and draw on them to accomplish their purposes in writing.

4.  Directions identify readership, and purpose.  The readership is a realistic readership appropriate for the indicated purpose and form.

5.  Directions are phrased simply, concisely.   


Here is a model:  

Write a ___ (form) for _______ (readership) to ____ (purpose).

6.  Directions provide options for forms (grade 5:  letter, article; grade 8: letter, article, editorial, text for speech; grade 12: letter, article, editorial, text for speech, academic paper).  Students at grade 12 will be asked to choose the form to fit their purposes and readers.

7. The purpose for writing is general enough for students to write with ownership, meaning  the prompt allows students to take different approaches; form and support their own opinions,  ideas, interpretations, etc.; use different methods of development; draw on their own learning and experience; provide different forms of support, etc.   

8.  For classroom purposes, the criteria are those identified in the Kentucky Writing Scoring Rubric, though teachers may modify the language somewhat to help young students and—for  instructional purposes—may add criteria relevant to students’ learning.  The On-demand Writing prompts provided by the state, however, will not require students to apply specific content-area learning.

9. If the teacher’s intent is to give students experience writing independently and under time constraints, as is called for in the state assessment, then the prompt should indicate the amount of time available and state that students may not help one another during the writing process.

10. In some cases, the prompt encourages students to plan, draft, revise, and edit their writing.

