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ON-DEMAND

PERSUASIVE WRITING

FOR

INTERMEDIATE STUDENTS

Dear Mr. President,


The most important item to me is homelessness.  This is so important because homeless people have no shelter, food or money.  Since they are very needy, they may steal, use or sell drugs and use alcohol.  They are mostly not so bad.  Not all of them are homeless because they use drugs or alcohol.  Some suddenly lost their jobs and couldn’t be supported by family members.  Others have poor educations and can’t get jobs.  Still others have disabilities, including mental illness, or have abusive families and can’t live at home.


The homeless need your help, Mr. President, and helping is in the best interest of the United States.  I have heard you say you are interested in stopping drug abuse and crime.  It would help stop crime of you would help the homeless, because they wouldn’t be so needy.


Another reason to help the homeless is because you are the President and you are supposed to help the United States and its people.  It would be a big help if you would help the homeless.  They are Americans too and need help.  It would help everybody if the homeless were to get jobs, be productive and pay taxes.


A way you could help is by donating money to build more homeless shelters.  A good example would be the Lutheran Compass Center in downtown Seattle, where my dad works.  You could also donate money to the existing homeless shelters to upgrade them.


Another thing you could do is find good programs to help the homeless get jobs.  Also you could have caseworkers help people who have just left the hospital and have mental-illness problems.  You could send people with drug and alcohol problems for help and check them regularly.  Still another thing you could push for is bigger tax breaks for businesses that hire more disabled people.


You are probably wondering where all this money is going to come from.  It will come from the homeless because they will be paying taxes and helping the economy with their jobs.  The government won’t have to create more programs if the homeless find good jobs.  Also, there won’t be as many drug cases for the police to deal with.  You won’t have as many people in jail, which will help with the problem of not having enough space and money.


It is a wonderful idea to help the homeless.

Sincerely,

Josh Hoyt, 10

Madrona elementary

Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. President,



My name is Tyler Duckworth, and I am a sixth-grade student at Liberty Middle School in Morganton, North Carolina.  I think the first thing you should do, Mr. President, is take specific action to protect our environment.  As an avid reader of books about science, I am concerned about the natural wonders of our nation and of the world being preserved both for my generation and for future generations.  There are many reasons that this concerns me.


First of all, the pollution of our earth seems to be on the increase.  Factories continue to pollute, cars continue to pollute, and people continue to pollute.  If this is not stopped, the human race itself may end as we continue to destroy our air, our water, and our plants and animals.  Statistics show that acid rain is on the increase and the hole in the ozone layer is widening at an alarming rate.  Too little is being done to stop pollution.  I feel action must be taken now, before it is too late.


Secondly, our land must be preserved.  The national parks and wildlife refuges must be protected.  Strict laws should be passed so that all these areas are kept safe.



Also, the land in the rain forests is essential to our survival.  Each year, more and more land in the rain forests is destroyed.  If man continues to destroy the rain forests, the species present in them and the plant life present in them can never be replaced.  Action must be taken, and it must be taken now, and the action taken must be firm and bound by law.


I believe that you, Mr. President, care about our country.  You have stated in many speeches that I have listened to and in many articles that I have read that you care about our environment.  It is essential that you, as our leader, do what is necessary to preserve the earth for future generations.


In my dad’s office, he has a quote that reads, “We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”  That too is my belief as a 12-year-old citizen of the greatest country in the world—the United States of America.


Mr. President, I ask you to place act now to save our country and our world.







Sincerely,







Tyler James Duckworth, 12







Liberty Middle School







Morgantown, North Carolina 

The writer of a proficient letter demonstrates most or all of the following skills:

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

Shows an understanding of the reader’s perspective

Writes from the perspective of an informed writer to a less informed reader

Meets the reader’s needs by sticking to the format of a letter

Focuses on the purpose

Narrows the topic

Writes to a reader other than the teacher

Anticipates reader’s reactions, questions, lack of understanding

Writes a beginning which gives the reader some context or reason for reading the letter

Makes it clear what the reader should know, do, and/or believe as a result of reading the letter

Uses an individual voice ad/or appropriate tone

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT

Develops ideas which are connected to the core content of the course in which the letter was written

Uses appropriate strategies to develop ideas

Uses information from a variety of sources

Supports ideas with facts and opinions; demonstrates knowledge of the difference between fact and opinion

Shows evidence of logical reasoning

Uses persuasive techniques when appropriate

Provides support which is accurate and thorough enough to achieve the purpose of the piece

ORGANIZATION

Writes an engaging lead

Places ideas and details in meaningful order

Organizes the letter into paragraphs

Uses transitions between ideas

Maintains coherence and unity

Concludes the letter effectively

SENTENCES

Writes complete and varied sentences

LANGUAGE

Chooses language appropriate to the audience and purpose

Uses specific, concise language

Maintains consistent verb tense

Makes subjects and verbs agree

Employs correct usage

CORRECTNESS

Uses correct letter format
Spells correctly

Uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes

Capitalizes correctly

Makes few errors in correctness which do not interfere with the meaning of the piece

Writing On-Demand

Sample Persuasive Prompts

	Situation 1:  Many school districts are changing their policy on snacks being sold to students.  This change is causing some schools to stop selling snacks all together.
	Task 1:  Take a position regarding snack sales in your school.  Write a letter to your school principal explaining your position and persuade him/her to consider your opinions.

	Situation 2:  A local newspaper is looking for student articles about problems at schools such as:

· Old playground equipment

· Limited food options during lunch

· Lack of seatbelts on school busses

· Too much homework
	Task 2: Using one of these problems, or an idea of your own, write an article persuading members of the community to take action and correct this problem.



	Situation 3: In several schools at lunch each day, students are made to sit at a table with only children from their homeroom.  Many children want to be able to sit at other places with friends.
	Task 3: Write a letter to a principal persuading him/her to allow children to sit with friends at different tables in the cafeteria.



	Situation 4: Students often are disappointed by their teacher’s choice of field trip location.  This year, however, your teacher has asked for student help in choosing an educational field trip.
	Task 4: Write a letter to your teacher persuading him/her that your field trip choice is the best because of its educational value.



	Situation 5:  Your class has not attended any field trips this year.  Your teacher is considering taking one field trip next month.
	Task 5:  Write a letter to your teacher to persuade him/her to go on an educational field trip.  Support your response.

	Situation 6: According to research obtained in science class, animals in captivity that are used for performance purposes such as zoos, rodeos, and circuses live out their lives in an unnatural, miserable habitat.
	Task 6:  Every year the Shriner’s circus is asked to perform for students.  Write a letter to the superintendent persuading him/her to choose a different type of reward for students this year.

	Situation 7: February is Dental Health month.  Many school age children have not visited the dentist before and are scared of the possibility.


	Task 7: Write an article for the school newspaper telling about a trip to the dentist that you’ve taken or tell the consequences that happened when you or someone you know didn’t go to the dentist.  Persuade your reader that it is important to make regular visits to the dentist.

	Situation 8: Your school district is trying to help students fight obesity.


	Task 8: Write an article for your school newspaper about the health hazards of childhood obesity.  Persuade your readers to make wise choices about what they eat and the benefits of regular exercise.


Sample Guide to Letters for On-Demand Writing






________________________

________________________


_______________________


PARAGRAPH ONE:  Introduce yourself, state the main reason for writing and address the reader

PARAGRAPH TWO:  Reason or point number one.  Add supporting details, examples, etc.

PARAGRAPH THREE:  Reason or point number two.  Add supporting details, examples, etc.

PARAGRAPH FOUR:  Reason or point number three.  Add supporting details, examples, etc.

PARAGRAPH FIVE:  Restate the main reason for writing, make a final appeal, and thank to reader for their time.


.

	



	PURPOSE/AUDIENCE
	· Have you thought about who the reader is, what responsibility that person has, and what that person or group would like or need to know?

· Have you narrowed the topic?

· Have you stayed focused on the reason for writing?

· Have you looked at models of the form you are writing?

· Is your voice and/or tone appropriate for the reader, your purpose, and the form you have chosen for your writing?

	IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT
	· Does your writing have a main idea?

· Have you supported that idea in a variety of ways?

· Have you used idea development strategies appropriate for the form you are writing?

· Have you anticipated and taken care of readers’ needs/questions?

	ORGANIZATION
	· Have you organized the writing so the reader can make sense of the piece?

· Does your organizational plan match the form you have chosen?

· Did you give the reader some “reststops” (paragraphs)?

· What organizational strategies have you used to help the reader move through the piece?

	SENTENCES
	· Do your sentences start in different ways?

· Are some long and some short?

· Are they complete?

	LANGUAGE
	· Are the words interesting?

· Are the verbs lively and the nouns specific?

· Are the words used correctly?

· Have you used language appropriate for the content, purpose, and reader?

	CORRECTNESS
	· Have you spelled the words correctly?

· Have you used capital letters where they are needed?
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GIVING THE HOMELESS A HELPING HAND – Persuasive Letter


(from Write Time for Kids Level 4)








How does Josh’s letter measure up?





How do Josh’s  and Tyler’s letters measure up?





Common


knowledge





Let’s Clean Up The Planet For Future Generations – Persuasive Letter


from Write Time for Kids Level 4





Implies background knowledge; sets context for reader
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Idea


Develop-ment:





Cause-


Effect





Problem-
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Quote supports writer’s opninion





Positive


tone





Your address


(optional)





Date





GREETING:





Dear…………………..





CLOSING:


Examples:  Sincerely,


Respectfully, Your Friend, etc.








