	Underline the KEY words in the Situation:
	FAP the Writing Task

	Situation:  Students in a school in England are researching how American families celebrate their national holidays. They would like to hear from you. 

Writing Task:  Write a letter to a student in England telling about a memorable national holiday that you and your family celebrated. 
	Form:  Letter
Audience:  English students
Purpose:  to inform
Topic I could write about that meets the purpose:

4th of July


Dear Friend,

I understand you are a student in England and you are researching how American families celebrate national holidays.  So I am going to tell you about a memorable 4th of July holiday that my family celebrated this year.

First, just in case you haven’t learned that America became independent from the British in 1776, I should tell you that on the 4th of July, we celebrate Independence Day.  To celebrate our independence, many towns across America have parades, many families have picnics or cookouts, and the big cities have fireworks to finish off the day.

This 4th of July was extra special because I saw my first parade, had a picnic in a huge park and had an opportunity to watch the best firework display ever.  You’ll never guess where I did all this!  Well, my parents took me to Washington DC, which is a big deal to me because it takes 10 hours to drive there.  Just in case you are wondering, our nation’s capital is about 600 miles from my house in Kentucky.  Even though we have relatives to stay with, we don’t go very often because their house is so far away.
So, here’s what happened that day. We got up early at my aunt and uncle’s house and took the subway to a station downtown close to where we stood along the street with thousands of other people.  We could hear the parade coming before we could see it because it was led by a marching band playing really lively music.  Then there were all kinds of colorful floats and clowns and interesting things to watch.  My uncle must have known I couldn’t see well because he said, “Here, Jen, get up on my shoulders.”  That was really fun being so high up.  
After the parade, we walked along the Mall, which is the huge park area between the Capitol Building and the Lincoln Memorial.  On the Mall there were lots of exhibits from different countries in big tents and even tents where you could buy food.  We found a good grassy spot to sit and my mom and aunt went to find our lunch.  We spent the afternoon looking at some of the exhibits and listening to music. 
 I wish I could tell you that we stayed long enough to watch the fireworks, but everyone got tired.  So, at the end of the afternoon, the grown ups decided we should go home, cook hamburgers and hot dogs on the grill, and then watch the fireworks on TV.  I also wish I could tell you that I watched the fireworks on TV, but I fell asleep just as they were starting!  It doesn’t matter though because it was a really great day.
I hope my story helps your research.  I would love to hear about how you celebrate one of your national holidays so please write back.
Sincerely,
