ON-DEMAND  PROMPTS for HIGH SCHOOL

Spring, 2003

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Read both prompts carefully.  

2. Look for SPAM: The situation is labeled.  The other three are found in the writing task. 
· Situation (the event that creates the need to communicate)  

· Purpose (why you’re writing—to persuade, to narrate an event, to respond to a text, a graphic, or a chart) 

· Audience (to whom you’re writing) 

· Mode (what you’re writing—letter, feature article, editorial, speech)  

3. Choose the prompt about which you feel strongest and have the most to say.

4. Prewrite, draft, revise, edit, and publish your piece keeping the purpose and

audience in mind.

PROMPT CHOICE NUMBER ONE—

Situation:


Lately, there are some of television shows on channels like The Comedy Channel and MTV that pull crazy stunts that they warn should not be tried at home.  Some pick on perfect strangers.  Others border on risky and dangerous behavior for the pranksters, themselves.  Recently, MTV removed one of these shows from the air due to the fact that too many teens copied the pranks they saw on that show and either got hurt themselves or hurt others.

Writing Task:


Write a letter to the executives at MTV supporting your opinion about whether or not you think Johnny Knoxville’s show should have been removed from the air.   

Prompt Choice Number 2—

Situation:


Your grandfather is always saying, “You can’t steal second if you have one foot on first.”  By this, he means if you want to step ahead in life, you have to take chances.  You have classmates with all kinds of talents and gifts, but some may never take any risks and therefore limit their opportunities to grow and experience success.

Writing task:


Write a speech that you’ll give at your graduation.  Persuade your classmates to set goals, take risks, and succeed.  Use your grandfather’s quote as the title of your speech. 
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