On-Demand Writing Prompts for High School Students

Read the two prompts below.  Choose the one that you feel you can best address.  You will have 60 minutes.  You must work alone.  Use the writing process to develop your piece from the prompt you choose.

1. SITUATION: Your school is celebrating Set a Good Example Day.  In order to encourage students to participate in this event, the school paper is going to publish some feature articles written by students about people who have inspired them.

WRITING TASK: Think of a person in your life who sets a good example for you.  It could be a parent, a teacher, a coach, a friend…  Write a feature article for the school paper telling about how that person sets a good example for you. Persuade other students in your school to get involved in Set a Good Example Day as you show how this person has been an inspiration to you.  

_________________________________________________________________

2. SITUATION: You have been asked to speak to a group of senior citizens about today’s teenagers.  According to what they’ve seen on television and elsewhere, they’ve formed some opinions about your generation that are listed on the table below.

WRITING TASK: Read the table below.  Select only ONE of the opinions listed.  Write a speech to present to the Sunnydale Senior Citizens Group regarding YOUR view about the opinion you have selected from the table.  (You may agree or disagree with that opinion.)  Give examples.  Tell stories.  Remember to use appropriate tone.

Survey of Senior Attitudes toward Teens

· Today’s teens are lazy.

· Teenagers are too violent.

· Kids will do almost anything to fit into the group.

· No one helps his neighbor anymore.

· TV has not been good for this generation.

· Manners are a thing of the past.

· There aren’t many good role models for teens these days.

· The government should protect our youth by censoring TV, books, movies, music, video games…

· Kids are so involved with extra-curricular activities that they don’t have any time left for themselves.

· There is too much pressure on kids to be perfect today.





