Adapted from materials provided by Dr. Charles Whitaker, Director, EKU Writing Project


	Article:  A Sample Structure

______________________________________: _____________________________

Title (Topics, Purpose, Angle/Focus, Reader Slant)

	Main Idea: Statement or Question

Introduction

One or more paragraphs

Basics:  Background, Purpose/Controlling Idea, Reader Awareness

· Story 

· Quote

· Definition

· Facts, Statistics

· Question

· Reference to Experience

· Brief summary of issue/topic description to establish to establish purpose

· Reference to reader

· Specific purpose, controlling idea, angle

	Body

Usually more than one paragraph; developed in a logical pattern with transitions

Basics:  Ideas, Support, Explanation, Reader Slant, Development to Accomplish Purpose

· Examples

· Facts, Statistics

· Reference to personal experience

· Causes and effects
· Comparison

· Predictions

· Quotes

· Definition

· Charts, Graphs, Diagrams, Sets of data

· Description

· Reasons

· Drawings, Photos, graphics
· References to readers’ needs, responsibilities, etc.

· Explanations to show thinking and to help persuade readers

	Conclusion

One or more paragraphs

Basics: emphasis and clarification of specific purpose; slant toward reader

· Return to introduction


· Quote

· Main idea

· Request

· Position

· Reference to reader

· Summary

· Emphasis on significance

· Benefits of ideas

· Recommendation
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