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	Excerpt from Bridge to Terabithia
p. 34-35
Leslie lined up beside him on the right.  He moved a tiny bit to the left, but she didn’t seem to notice.


At the bang Jess shot forward.  It felt good—even through ground against the bottom of his worn sneakers.  He was pumping good.  He could almost smell Gary Fulcher’s surprise at his improvement.  The crowd was noisier than they’d been during the other heats.  Maybe they were all noticing.  He wanted to look back and see where the others were, but he resisted the temptation.  It would seem conceited to look back.  He concentrated on the line ahead.  It was nearing with every step.  “Oh, Miss Bessie, if you could see me now.”


He felt it before he saw it.  Someone was moving up.  He automatically pumped harder.  Then the shape was there in his sideways vision.  Then suddenly pulling ahead.  He forced himself now.  His breath was choking him, and the sweat was in his eyes.  But he saw the figure anyhow.  The faded cutoffs crossed the line a full three feet ahead of him.


Leslie turned to face him with a wide smile on her tanned face.  He stumbled and without a word began half walking, half trotting over to the starting line.  This was the day he was going to be champion—the best runner of the fourth and fifth grades, and he hadn’t even won his heat.  There was no cheering at either end of the field.  The rest of the boys seemed as stunned as he.  The teasing would come later, he felt sure, but at least for the moment none of them were talking.

 



RD-05-1.3

Students will identify words that have multiple meanings and select the appropriate meaning for the context. DOK 2

RD-05-2.7

Students will make inferences or draw conclusions based on what is read. DOK 2

RD-05-3.1

Students will explain a character’s actions based on a passage. DOK 
RD-05-3.3

Students will identify an author’s purpose in a passage. DOK 2

MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.  Jess didn’t look back to see who was running behind him because:

0
Leslie was behind him.

0
It would seem stuck-up.

0
He knew he was winning.

0
He was concentrating hard.

2. There was no cheering at either end of the field because:

0
Nobody won the heat.

0
Everyone had left the playground.

0
A girl had won the heat.

0
Leslie was smiling.

3. The best synonym for heat in this passage is:

0
warmth

0
excitement

0
round

0
none of the above

4.  The main purpose of this passage is:

0
to create a conflict

0
to characterize Leslie

0
to provide a setting

0
to entertain the reader

OPEN RESPONSE

This was the day Jess thought he was going to be the best runner of the fourth and fifth grades, but it didn’t happen.  Using details from the passage to support your answer,

a. Explain how Jess tried to win his heat.

b. Explain why he was unsuccessful.

SCORING GUIDE

	4
	Student gives correct answers for parts A and B.  All explanations are clear and complete.  There is evidence of clear understanding of the passage.



	3
	Student gives correct answers for parts A and B.  Explanations are correct, but possibly vague.  There is less evidence of clear understanding.

	2
	Student answers 1 (A or B) part of the question completely correct.   There is some evidence of understanding.

	1
	Student gives only parts of correct answers.  There is little evidence of understanding.

	0
	Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant (does not add any new information to the question)

	    B
	No response
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REASONS TO WRITE-
Narration for a Purpose

SITUATION;

Recent reports state that being active during recess helps students learn.  But, at our school some students would prefer to sit and talk during recess.

WRITING TASK;

Write an article for your school newspaper telling about a time when you would have preferred to sit and talk but you joined in an active game instead. Be sure to give ideas about ways to get everyone actively involved at recess for the benefit of their health and wellbeing.  
SITUATION:

A kid’s magazine is collecting stories about the types of temptations kids face at school and how they deal with them.
WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to the editor of the magazine telling about a time when you or someone you know faced a temptation at school.  Be sure to tell what happened.

SITUATION:

Our guidance counselor has given you the assignment to write in your journal a letter to her telling about a time in which you or someone you know were let down.

WRITING TASK:

Write a letter to your guidance counselor telling about a time when you or someone you know were let down.  Be sure to give details about what happened and how you resolved the situation.

SITUATION:

In this excerpt from Bridge to Terabithia, Jess is concerned about being beaten by a girl in a race.  Your school newspaper is collecting similar stories.
WRITING TASK:
Write a letter for your school newspaper telling about a time when you or someone you know was in competition with a member of the opposite sex. Be sure to give details about this event and the lesson learned. 
The Kentucky Writing Scoring Criteria is used to score on-demand responses. If students regularly ask these questions of themselves as they respond to on-demand prompts, they will internalize the language of the scoring guide and in so doing have a “conference with themselves” as they work on their written response.

	PURPOSE/AUDIENCE
	· Have you thought about who the reader is, what responsibility that person has, and what that person or group would like or need to know?

· Have you narrowed the topic?

· Have you stayed focused on the reason for writing?

· Have you looked at models of the form you are writing?

· Is your voice and/or tone appropriate for the reader, your purpose, and the form you have chosen for your writing?

	IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT
	· Does your writing have a main idea?

· Have you supported that idea in a variety of ways?

· Have you used idea development strategies appropriate for the form you are writing?

· Have you anticipated and taken care of readers’ needs/questions?

	ORGANIZATION
	· Have you organized the writing so the reader can make sense of the piece?

· Does your organizational plan match the form you have chosen?

· Did you give the reader some “reststops” (paragraphs)?

· What organizational strategies have you used to help the reader move through the piece?

	SENTENCES
	· Do your sentences start in different ways?

· Are some long and some short?

· Are they complete?

	LANGUAGE
	· Are the words interesting?

· Are the verbs lively and the nouns specific?

· Are the words used correctly?

· Have you used language appropriate for the content, purpose, and reader?

	CORRECTNESS
	· Have you spelled the words correctly?

· Have you used capital letters where they are needed?
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The Battle of the Sexes…





What does it take to win?





Journal Entry: 


I remember a time when I was sure I was going to win, but didn’t…


Or something else this reading reminded you about…





Include details about how you felt before, during and after this event





Journal Entry:


I remember a time I competed with a boy/girl whom I was determined to beat and I was successful!  This is what it took to win…


	Or something else related to this idea…





Include details about how you felt before, during and after this experience








