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What is the author doing?


(example)


Why is the author doing this?


What can I call this crafting technique?


Have I ever seen another author craft this way?


Examples of this technique in my writing.








So they drank up all their pop and ate up all their crackers and traveled up all  those miles until finally they pulled into our yard.














We were so busy hugging and eating and breathing together.

















It was in the summer of the year when the relatives came.




















Try to make time move quickly in the story – letting a lot happen in one sentence




















Not using any comma, only “ands.”  Makes them seem like things that all run together, rather than separate











Using “the” instead of “my” to make it a more general memoir, not so personal


Making a long story short





























Connecting And’s


























Intentional Vagueness


Yes.  Rylant in I Had Seen Castles.  “After the war ended, America made Germany its friend, Russia its enemy, and it helped rebuild Japan.”  (Whole outcome of war in one sentence)





Yes.  Rylant in Night in the County. “…the groans and thumps and squeaks that houses make when…”











Yes.  Rylant in The Whales.  “They are floating like feathers in a sky.”  (More general than “the sky”)








Writing about my baseball game:  “Innings came and went, runs were scored, and then we found ourselves with one last out left.”














Writing about my sister’s playroom:  “I made my way through Legos and Barbies and baseball cards spread out anywhere.”








Writing about my little brother:  “The little brother was coming to live with us any day now.”





Inquiry chart for The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant from Wondrous Words by Katie Wood Ray, p. 131
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