From Study Driven: A Framework for Planning Units of Study in the Writing Workshop, by Katie Wood Ray.   Heinemann, 2006.


Questions to Frame Close Looks at Texts

“You don’t need to be the expert, the text is the teacher.”

Questions to ask of a stack of texts representing a genre

· What kind of writing is this?  How is it different from other kinds of writing in the world?

· What work does this kind of writing do in the world (topics, audiences, purposes)?

· What do people have to do to get ready to write this kind of writing?

· What different approaches do people take to writing this kind of writing?

· How long, generally is this kind of writing?  Is it different lengths in different containers?

Questions to ask of individual texts in the stack

· Which parts are particularly good?  What’s happening with the writing in these parts?

· How is the piece organized?  What are the “chunks” of it?  How does the piece move from one chunk to the next?  Does it move through time or through a list of ideas?

· Look closely at the lead and the ending – how does the writer manage these two critical chunks of the piece?

· How has the writer focused the piece?  What’s included, and what has likely been left out?

· What different modes of writing operate in the piece (description, exposition, narration, etc.)?

· Is there any interesting punctuation work in the piece?

· Any insights about how page-break (in picture books) or paragraph-break decisions were made?

· How do graphics, illustrations, layout, font, etc., add to the meaning and the appeal of the piece?

· How does the title of the piece relate to the meaning?  How was it likely chosen?


Note:  in inquiry, these are the kinds of things writers think and talk about as they study texts.  The point is not to go down the line with the questions.  The point is to talk “around” these kinds of noticings.

