	3rd grade Mentor Texts
Suggested Titles for Read-Alouds and Discussion

	focus

When I Was Young in the Mountains

by Cynthia Rylant

Big Mama’s

by Donald Crews
Shortcut

by Donald Crews

How I Spent My Summer Vacation

by Mark Teague

Punctuation Takes a Vacation

by Robin Pulver

Yo! Yes?

by Chris Raschka

26 Fairmont Avenue

by Tomie de Paola

Weird Parents

by Audrey Wood

Kirby Kelvin and the Not So Laughing Lesson

by Ivan Cecil

Song and Dance Man

by Karen Ackerman

Aunt Flossie’s Hats

by Elizabeth Howard

The Paperboy

by Dav Pilkey

Owl Moon

by Jane Yolen

support and elaboration

The Storm Book

by Charlotte Zolotow

Insects Are My Life

by Megan McDonald

Ghost’s Hour, Spook’s Hour

by Eve Bunting

If Dinosaurs Came Back

by Bernard Most

Moosetache

by Margie Palatini

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge

by Mem Fox


	style

Olivia

by Ivan Falconer

Julius, Baby of the World

by Kevin Henkes

The Seashore Book

by Charlotte Zolotow

Wilma Unlimited

by Kathleen Krull

Brave Irene

by William Steig

Some Smug Slug

by Patricia Edward

organization and imaginative narratives

Shortcut

by Donald Crews

The Secret Shortcut

by Mark Teague

Max’s Dragon Shirt

by Rosemary Wells

Grandpa’s Teeth

by Rod Clement

Julius Baby of the World

by Kevin Henkes


	poetry
The Butterfly Jar

by Jeff Moss

New Kid on the Block

by Jack Prelutsky

Mrs. Cole On An Onion Roll

by Kalli Dakos

Squids Will Be Squids

by Jon Scieszka

Take Me Out of the Bathtub and Other Silly Dilly Songs

by Alan Katz

letters, directions, and instructions

Dear Mrs. LaRue

by Mark Teague

Dear Mr. Blueberry

by Simon James

Letter to Amy

by Ezra Jack Keats

Don’t Forget to Write

by Martina Selway

I Wanna Iguana

by Karen Kaufman Orloff

The Long, Long Letter

by Elizabeth Spurr

Flat Stanley

by Jeff Brown

How My Parents Learned to Eat

by Ina R. Friedman

Sadako and the 1,000 Paper Cranes

by Eleanor Coerr




	4th  and 5th grade Mentor Texts
Suggested Titles for Read-Alouds and Discussion

	focus 

The Great Gracie Chase 

by Cynthia Rylant

When I Was Young in the Mountains 

 by Cynthia Rylant

Because of Winn-Dixie  

by Kate Dicamillo

Brave Irene  

by William Steig

organization

Verdi 

by Janell Cannon

The Night I Followed the Dog  

by Nina Laden

Brave Irene 

by William Steig

support & elaboration

Amber on the Mountain

by Tony Johnston

Bubba the Cowboy Prince

by Helen Ketteman & James Warhola

Miss Rumphius

by Barbara Cooney

style

The Night I Followed the Dog

by Nina Laden

Mailing May

by Barbara Cooney

Raising Dragons

by Michael O. Tunnell

The Seashore Book

by Charlotte Zolotow 

Brave Irene

by William Steig

The Wednesday Surprise

by Eve Bunting

	imaginative narratives

How I Became a Pirate 

by Melinda Long

Polar Express

by Chris Van Allsburg

The Night I Followed the Dog

by Nina Laden

Aunt Chip and the Great Triple Creek Dam Affair 

by Patricia Polacco
personal narrative

Ira Sleeps Over

by Bernard Waver

The Relatives Came

by Cynthia Rylant

Everybody Cooks Rice

by Norah Dooley

Letting Swift River Go

by Jane Yolen

Mailing May

by Michael O. Tunnell

The Table Where Rich People Sit

by Byrd Baylor

Alexander, Who’s Not (Do you hear me? I mean it!) Going to Move

by Judith Viorst

Baseball Saved Us
by Ken Mochizuki

Earrings

by Judith Viorst

Fly Away Home

by Eve Bunting

Hey, Little Ant

by Phillip & Hannah Hoose

Just A Dream

by Chris Van Allsburg

The Little Red Hen

by Harriet Ziefert

Oliver Button Is a Sissy

by Tomie dePaola


	letter writing

Dear Mrs. LaRue

by Mark Teague

Dear Mr. Blueberry  by Simon James

Dear Mr. Henshaw

by Beverly Cleary

Letter to Amy  

 by Ezra Jack Keats

Frindle

by Andrew Clements

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type

by Doreen Cronin
rules & instructions

How to Be a Perfect Person

by Stephen Manes

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat  

by Simms Taback

Drawing Lessons From a Bear

by David Michael

Pumpkin Soup

by Helen Cooper

Cook-a-Doodle-Doo!

by Janet Stevens

Aloha, Dolores

by Barbara Samuels

5th grade

poetry 
New Kid On The Block

by Jack Prelutsky

Squids Will Be Squids

by Jon Scieszka
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