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Idea Development/Support

Though idea development and support are different features of writing, they are closely connected.  That is, as a writer, I can use a technique that both will develop my ideas and also support them.  Though they often are connected, these two features are different.  Idea development refers to my thinking about a topic or experience.  Support refers to the methods I use to back up my ideas or to help readers understand and accept them.  

In creative or personal writing, idea development refers to my thought about human experience or about artistic expression.  It also may refer to an effect I seek to create with readers (irony, paradox, humor, sadness).  Support may refer to the methods I use back up my thought or to engage and be effective with readers.  I offer both ideas and support to accomplish my purpose and be effective with readers.  Sometimes, especially in literary writing, the idea development is subtle and often is conveyed indirectly through techniques, such as description, dialogue, imagery, metaphor, details, etc.  In such writing, the connection between idea development and support is very close.  Personal/expressive writing may offer explanations, conclusions, analysis, interpretations, etc., and may do so directly.  Literary writing may lead readers to the thought or conclusion, yet not state it directly.  Still, the thought is conveyed, and the write uses a variety of techniques to support and develop it.

In transactive writing, idea development typically is more direct.  It may appear, for example, as a

Claim

Opinion or Position

Thesis or Argument

Controlling Idea or Angle

Explanations

Reasoning, Analysis

Conclusion

Interpretations, Predictions

Requests, Recommendations, Advice

In transactive writing, support may appear, for example, as

Facts, Details

Examples

Comparisons, Contrasts

Descriptive Details

Quotes, Paraphrases

References to What Has Been Heard

References to Personal Experience or Observations

References to Sources or Research Findings

Charts, Sets of Data, Photographs, Diagrams, Graphs, and other Visuals

Stories or Anecdotes 

Uses of Math, Formulas, Statistics

References to History, Past Events or Activities

Applications of Concepts or Principles

References to Laws, Rules

Definitions

Let’s take an example: Suppose a student wants to write a letter to a school principal to persuade the principal to make changes in the school’s playground equipment.  To accomplish this purpose, I will offer my ideas and I will offer support that I think will be effective with the principal.

Claim: We need new swing sets in our school’s playground.

Examples of Support: For example, the wooden seats on the swings have splintered.  One seat is split nearly in two.  All five of the swings have seats that are damaged. 

[A variety of other forms of support may be used.]

Explanation: These splinters can cause an injury.

Reasoning/Persuasion: I realize that replacing these seats with new ones will be expensive, but the money will be well spent because it will protect students.

Conclusion: So, to protect the students, please take steps to replace the seats.

Of course, the writer will likely have more idea development and support than are indicated above, but the statements may help us understand these two important features of writing.

Try-it-out Task:

Select a problem in the school’s playground

Write a claim:

Indicate three forms of support:

Write sentences that explain, reason, persuade:
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Some Help with Idea Development: Follow-through Strategies
Writers develop and support their ideas in order to show their knowledge and understanding and in order to help and be effective with readers.  Of course, there are many ways to develop and support ideas, many ways to extend thinking and many ways to help readers.  Once a writer gets a draft of a piece of writing, looking at it specifically to find more ways to develop it and, sometimes, getting some response from a reader to see more ways can help.  I am hoping, then, that the statements that appear below may show students some options, ways they might follow-through more to extend and build up their ideas and to support them for readers.  Once students go through some sessions in which they apply these follow-through strategies to their own work, they will/might internalize the strategies and use them independently in composing and revising.

1.     “An interesting question to raise here is ....”

2.     “OK, I’ve said this, but what more could I include? What more would show my

          knowledge and support my purposes?”

3.     “I can imagine what a reader is thinking at this point.... I’ll respond to it.”

4.     “Suppose I explain now how my own experience relates to what I’m saying.”

5.     “What are some ways I could be even more specific about this?”

6.     “Here, I think I better add more explanation for readers.”

7.     “Here, a reader might ask me, ‘So what?’ So, I had better explain some more.”

8.     “To some readers, this might be obvious.  I should get to something less obvious.”

9.     “What a reader might conclude here is .... I should point out, though, that ....”

10.   “Don’t misunderstand me here.  What I mean is ....”

11.   “There’s another way to look at this.... I’ll explain and then come back to my point.”

12.   “Some critical readers might disagree or question me here.  I should explain more.”

13.   “I should add some proof here.”

14.   “I might do better if I added a ‘What if...’ or ‘Suppose...’ or ‘Maybe ....’ here.”

15.   “Here is a good place for a comparison, example, little story--to support my point.”

16.   “If I gave a hypothetical example here, I might help a reader.”

17.   “How does what I am saying now relate to what I have been saying.  I’d better

         explain.”

18.   “I think I could use a chart, illustration, diagram, graph, etc., to develop/support my

         point.”

19.   “A reader might be lost here.  I should give some more background information.”

20.   “Why is all this important?  Here’s a good place to explain.”

21.   “OK, what have I proved?  What does this come to?  What should others see, now?”

22.   “Here, I might be presuming that the reader knows or accepts something.  Maybe I                  should explain some more or give some more evidence.”

23.   “Here is a good place to give some description to help the reader see the scene.”

24.   “This is a good place to give the actual words of people.”

25.   “Here I could tell more about my own thinking, feelings.”

26.   “There’s more I could add to give my writing more depth.” 
27.   “A reader might be asking ‘Why?’  I’d better explain.
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Idea Development/Support:   Consider Your Angle

As it pertains to writing, an angle is a way of looking at or approaching the subject the writer wishes or is required to discuss.  Realistically, writers don’t just write on a general topic; they focus on it in some particular way.  They narrow the scope of their writing.   They also determine a way to interest themselves and their readers.  If they intend to discuss a matter that already has been written about, they try to find some new way of approaching the subject that is of benefit to readers.  Readers expect writers to have something special to offer.  From the very beginning, as writers define their writing task, they think about how their particular work can be original, interesting, well-justified, beyond the obvious or ordinary, beneficial.  An angle, then, is the way the writer selects to focus on the subject.  Through the angle, the writer both clarifies his or her  purpose and justifies that purpose for readers. Once the angle is established, it is the foundation for the writer’s idea development in the work, and the kinds of support selected will be appropriate for that angle.  Thinking about angles, then, can help with focused purpose, reader awareness, and idea development/support.  A strong angle not only can improve writing; it can enhance learning because it leads writers to think about the subject.

In writing, an angle

$ 
narrows the scope of the writing
$ 
indicates or suggests a specific purpose, controlling idea, special approach
$ 
provides a justification/need for the writing
$ 
engages readers
 Here are some common angles:

1.     Some need has not been met fully, so I am writing to meet that need.

2.     A problem has not been recognized or has not been seen in a certain way, so I am....

3.     I intend to offer information that has not been provided, or I intend to offer it in a particular

        way that will help readers.

4.     We understand some of what we should about ___, but I will offer more, giving a more

        complete understanding.

5.     Others have overlooked something significant; my writing will....

6.     Others have a misunderstanding about ____.  I will clear up this misunderstanding, which

        will benefit readers in some important way. 

7.     Some wrong or injustice has not been recognized or continues despite efforts to right it, so I

        am writing to help.

8.     Past efforts with something have been good (or bad), and I am writing to take steps that will

        lead to improvements in ____.


9.     My experience with ____gives an unusual perspective that others can appreciate.

10.   What we are doing to reach a goal is not working well, so I am writing to offer a better way.

11.   Conclusions that have been drawn about ___ are incorrect or incomplete, I am writing to ....

12.   Readers can benefit in a particular way if they will see what I have to offer about ___.

13.   My writing can help readers accomplish a task in a better way.

14.   The evidence and reasoning that I can offer will convince readers to accept a particular idea

        or view or decision--even though they have not accepted it so far.

15.   I am writing to offer something new or novel about ___, something significant that readers

        may not have known.

16.   What I will offer will provide a new and better look at ____.

17.   Something needs to be improved, and I have a idea about how to do it.
18.   Through my experience, I can offer the “inside scoop,” helping readers see something

        important that they may not already have seen about ___.

19.   My research provides new information, new insight, important conclusions that will benefit

        readers.

20.   Others have requested a solution or plan for a problem.  Here is one that I think will work.

21.   The model that has been used for ___ has not succeeded or should be refined.  Here are my

        suggestions for a better model.

22.   If we do not act or think in a certain way, we face consequences or outcomes that will be

        damaging.  Let me inform, explain, recommend, etc.,  so that we can avoid the damages.

23.   I think what I will offer can help you with a decision or problem or can help you change in

        some way that will be beneficial to you.

24.   My position on this matter is different and offers readers some advantages. 

25.   A way of doing something can be changed for the better.  Let me explain.

26.   If we understand this process, we can reach an important goal or correct some problem.

27.   I will offer ideas and information that can improve a process.

28.   Something has taken place that others are unaware of and that has important consequences

        for them.  I am writing to help others understand what has occurred and to explain the

        significant consequences. 

29.   We do not understand something or do not understand it well enough.  I conducted a study

        and my findings provide readers with important insight or conclusions about ____.

30.   Others have raised questions about ___. My writing will provide useful answers for readers.

31.   I am writing to help others understand how to reach a goal or how to reach it easier, less

        expensively, safely, etc.

32.   My evaluation of ___can lead to improvements or appropriate action or better decisions.

33.   Readers who seek a deeper understanding of ___ can benefit from my analysis, information,

        conclusions.

34.   On the surface it seems that ....; however, the truth is not that simple or is otherwise.

35.   Understanding why something has occurred can help us in some way.  I’ll explain.

36.   By depicting this problem, I can help others avoid it.

37.   My analysis of ___ can result in profits, protection of resources, better quality, increased

        efficiency, a better understanding, etc.

38.   I am writing to explain why something of significance to others is not working as it should.

39.   Something has been taken for granted and should not be.  Readers will benefit if they see the

        matter in a different light.

40.   Such and such already has been discussed; however, ___ has not.  Readers can benefit from

        seeing something new, or readers will draw different conclusions if they understand that ....

Of course, writers well may combine these angles or use other ones.  My purpose is to provide a sampling as a way of encouraging students to think of angles when they write.  Doing so can help with focused purpose, reader awareness, and idea development/support.  Writing and learning can be better.
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Controlling Idea in Transactive Writing
In determining the specific purpose for their writing, especially transactive writing, writers usually establish a “controlling idea.”  This is a main thought or a claim that the writer wishes the reader to accept.  Sometimes controlling idea is referred to as a main point, key idea, thesis, claim, opinion, position, conclusion, recommendation, etc.   An example might be, “Kids can help make their school safe.”  This is the idea the writer will support and develop; it is the main idea the writer wants the reader to accept.  A controlling idea “controls” in the sense that everything in the writing is ruled by this idea; everything the writer does is intended to “push” or develop or support the controlling idea. Most of the time, the controlling idea is directly indicated in the introduction of a transactive writing.  Determining a controlling idea for your writing is important.

A controlling idea might be presented as a statement:

The traffic flow at our school is creating dangers for students, teachers, and visitors.
A controlling idea might be phrased as a question:

How can we solve the traffic problems that are creating dangers for students, teachers, and visitors at our school?
A controlling idea might be phrased as thesis, opinion, position (a “should” statement):

Our school should make changes in our playground because equipment is not good and the playground is not safe.
A controlling idea might be phrased as a request:

For students at our school, I request better equipment in the computer lab.
From Controlling Idea to the Rest of the Writing

“How can I prove to readers that my controlling idea is true and should be accepted?”  The writer should think hard about this question and then seek the best ways to support and develop that idea for readers
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Planning Your Transactive Writing

As a ___________________________, I am writing a ________________________ for


writer’s connection




selected form

_________________________________________ to _________________________________


“target” reader or publication


specific purpose

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Controlling Idea (statement or question): ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

How can you prove that this idea is true?  How can you back up your claim?  What can you offer to help the reader accept what you say?  How can you use your own experience, local conditions, your reading, inquiry, learning to help you support your idea?
Options for Support (check those you think you can use):

1.
Facts, Statistics



12.
Needed Definition

2.
Details from Personal Observation
13.
Predictions

3.
Examples




14.
Imagined Situations

4.
Story





15.
A Case (Example)

5.
Quotes or Paraphrases from Reading
16.
Eye Witness Accounts

6.
Charts, Graphs, Diagrams, Photos

17.
Dialogue, References to

7.
Reference to Past Events



Conversations

8.
Comparisons, Contrasts


18.
Reference to Concept,

7.
Reasons and Support for Reasons


Principle, Law, Rule, Policy

8.
Causes, Effects



19.
Findings from Survey,

9.
Uses of Math 




Interview, Questionnaire,

10.
References to Personal Experience

20.
References to Art, Music,

11.
References to Costs, Expenses


Literature, Film, Media

How can you draw on your own experience, your learning, your inquiry, your thinking about the subject?

Some Ideas:
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Revising to Improve Idea Development

Your writing should show your ability to think about the subject you have chosen.  You should offer ideas and develop or support them for your readers.  “Idea development,” especially in transactive writing,  refers to a controlling idea about the subject and the explanations you offer to convey your thinking. As you draft and revise your work, consider the follow examples of approaches and decide on ways to improve the idea development of your writing.  Where in your writing could you do something like what is indicated below to extend your thinking.

1.
Explain more.  “Let me add....”  “Let’s take this idea further.”

2.
Interpret the importance.  “This is important because....”

3.
Draw conclusions.  “What this evidence suggests, then, is ....”  “An appropriate conclusion is ....”  “It seems clear, then, that ....”

4.
Indicate applications or implications for readers.  “What this means for citizens is ....”  “The implication for all of us in the school is ....”

5.
Raise and address logical, critical questions.  “Readers might ask ....”  “Thinking critically about the matter, we might say ....”  “A logical question may be asked here....”  “How do we know this is true?”

6.
Synthesize for the reader.  “What we have so far, then, is ....”  “What this comes to is ....”

7.
Explain something readers may not have understood or seen.  “Readers should understand that ....”  “It is important not to miss a key point ....”

8.
Compare or contrast to help readers.  “A comparison might help.”  “Conditions are not like this elsewhere.” 

9.
Clarify what you do NOT mean.   “I do not mean to imply that ....”  “The point is not ....”

10.
Predict consequences, effects, outcomes, possible developments.   “Consider what might result....”  “The outcome would not be favorable.”  “Imagine the likely consequences.”

11.
Explain causes, influences.  “Why did this occur?”  “How did this come about?”  “The main cause for ... is ....”  “We can see several causes at work here.”

12.
Speculate, imagine, guess.  “Let’s suppose that ....”  “What if ....”  “One can imagine....”

13.
Clarify, emphasize, come back to your main idea, purpose.  “The main point is ....”  “What this information proves is ....”  “This example supports the idea that ....”

14.
Explain what the evidence means.  “The facts show that ....”  “These examples illustrate that ....”  “What we should see in this graph is ....”  “The photos show that ....”

15.
Repeat a key point.  “Again, the point is that ....”

16.
Explain connections, relationships.  “How this connects with the problem is ....”  

17.
Explain your reasoning.  “My reasoning, then, is that ....”  “Why should we ...?  Let me explain my reasoning.”

18.
Address different ideas, opinions, views.   “Others, I realize, think that ...; however....”  “Let’s consider an alternate view or interpretation.”  “What others think is not true.”

And so on.

Looking at the samples might help you find ways to develop your own ideas more effectively for readers.  


