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Support in Your Writing

Back up/develop your ideas, claims, opinions, viewpoints.

Show that you know about your subject.

Provide support that suits your specific purpose.

Draw on your experiences, your thinking, your learning, your inquiry.

Choose support that will help and interest your readers.

Be thorough.  Go into some depth.

“Support” in writing means what you offer to back up your purposes in writing.  Through support, you make your writing informative, convincing, interesting, useful.  Writers support their purposes and ideas in many ways, and the kind and amount of support you offer will depend on your purposes and on what you think best for your readers.   Thinking about some typical kinds of support may help you make choices for your own writing.

For support, you could provide

1.     Factual Information, Statistics, Details from Personal Observation

2.     Examples (actual and hypothetical)

3.     Descriptive Details (to show people, places, conditions, things)

4.     References to Your Own Experience

5.     Anecdotes, Stories, Cases

6.     Needed Definitions (formal and informal)

7.     Reasons (usually need other support to back up reasons)

8.     Comparisons, Contrasts

9.     Analogies, Allusions (to reading material)

10.   Quotes, Paraphrases, Dialogue

11.   Charts, Diagrams, Graphs, Tables, Sets of Data

12.   Drawings, Photographs
13.   Results from Surveys, Interviews, Questionnaires, Site Visits--Research Findings

14.   Imagined (hypothetical) Situations

15.   Projected Effects, Consequences

16.   Contraries (what was NOT evident, said, done, etc.)
17.   Calculations, Application of Formulas and Mathematical Reasoning

18.   References to Money 

19.   Eye Witness Accounts

20.   Dialogue, References to What People Said

21.   References to Law, Rules, Policies

22.   Reference to or Application of a Concept or Principle (e.g., supply and demand)

23.   Background, History, Past Events

24.   Familiar Sayings

25.   References to Film, Media, Recordings, Art, Literature, Songs, etc.

Of course, not all of these kinds of support will be appropriate in all writings, and you may think of other support that will serve well.  Make sure that the support you choose is relevant.  Looking at the list may stimulate your own thinking and help you decide about the best support for your purposes and readers.  Referring to this list may help you as you revise your writing.
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Support in Your Writing
Back up your ideas, claims, opinions, viewpoints.

Show that you know about your subject.

Provide support that suits your specific purpose.

Draw on your experiences, your thinking, your learning.

Choose support that will help your readers.

Be thorough.  Go into some depth.

“Support” in writing means what you offer to show specifically what you know or have experienced and to help readers understand you and accept what you say.  Writers support their purposes and ideas in many ways, and the kind and amount of support you offer will depend on your purposes and on what you think best for your readers.   Thinking about some typical kinds of support may help you make choices for your own writing.

For support, you could provide

1.     Factual information

2.     Examples (actual and hypothetical)

3.     Descriptive details about people, places, conditions, things

4.     References to your own experience

5.     Stories (about yourself or others)

6.     Needed Definitions (formal and informal)

7.     Reasons (usually need other support for reasons)

8.     Comparisons, Contrasts

9.     Dialogue or References to Conversations with Others

10.   Quotes  

11.   Charts, Diagrams, Graphs, Tables, Sets of Data

12.   Drawings, Photographs
13.   Results from Surveys, Questionnaires, Site Visits--Research Findings

14.   Imagined Situations, Consequences

15.   Contraries (what was NOT evident, said, done, etc.)
16.   Math Calculations

Of course, not all of these kinds of support will be appropriate in all writings, and you may think of other support that will serve well.  Looking at the list may stimulate your own thinking and help you decide about the best support for your purposes and readers.
Make sure that the support you offer is relevant for your purposes and readers.
Whitaker

Support in Your Writing



** Back up and prove your ideas, opinions, interpretations, etc.



** Show that you know about your subject.

** Use your own experience, your learning, your thinking, your                   inquiry.



** Be specific.



** Choose support to fit your purposes and ideas.



** Choose support that will influence and help your reader.


** Be thorough.  
Where could you do one or more of the following to support your purposes?

1. 
Give facts, details, information relevant to your purpose/controlling idea.

2. 
Provide examples.

3. 
Refer to your own experience.

4. 
Tell a brief story to illustrate or prove an idea.

5. 
Give one or more reasons and back up the reasons with support.

6. 
Use quotes from reading materials.

7. 
Give comparisons or contrasts.

8. 
Refer to what you have learned from talking with others.

9. 
Refer to what you have seen.

10. 
Use math to support your ideas.  Refer to numbers, statistics.

11. 
Create a chart, diagram, graph.

12. 
Refer to rules, policies.







13. 
Give needed definitions.

14. 
Refer to past actions or events.

15.
Refer to the ideas, opinions, experience  of others.

16.
Use information gained from surveys, interviews, reading–inquiry.

17.
Include relevant photographs, illustrations.

18.
Describe to show people, places, conditions, problems, needs, etc.

19.
Identify and explain causes and effects.

20.
Make predictions. Explain consequences, outcomes, gains/losses.

21.
Refer to the “local.”

Basically, support is intended to “prove” that what you claim should be accepted.

Remember that you can use several kinds of support.

Pick the best support for your purpose and for your readers.

Remember that readers will need explanations so they understand how the support you offer is serving your purposes/main ideas in writing.
